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CHEVY TRAVERSE CROSSOVER Everything you've e 


crash test ratings’ Better third-row legroom than Pilot and High! ande rf ot ble mY) 


As shown, $39,7605 LTZ model shown seats 7 passengers. 7 


1FWO models. 2 Based on 2008 GM Mid-Utility Crossover segment. Excludes other GM vehicles. EPA estimated MF 
Administration's (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www,safercargoy), 5 Map coverage not av 
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$0, YOU CAN FILL IT UP. i ue Ol GLENS, UP. 


LE hws, bd re - 
LS nee) 
Vite ee ; 
; aie te oe, a 


J « 
ALF ~, 5 ¢ y , “ - 
¥ ‘ 
aif Pino ~ ss ii . : . pat wi 










_ 


»™ “ 
‘ ~ e 


est fuel economy of any y 8-passenger TaSsTveR: Best-in-cla cargo s space; 5-star frontal and side-impact 


“gat on select madels. Starting at $2,990! chewy com AN AMERICAN R VOLUTION asian 


ee 





= 
} -_ "ha 
‘ Teds 
Mica = 





ment, s f am Ape alta It freee standard, head-curtain side-impact ait bags (SABs), Government star ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety 


er extra, Sng rave seas iarks of the GM Corp, ©2008 GM Corp, Buckle up, Americal 













— a 





4 
PERE GLYES HWE) © 1 


Pb me BO) kat D jt ok 


aaa 3 


Ke 





MAL HOLS 


= 


WWaWIUIELe}US BLO} JUNOLUEIE 4 Aq PSUS ( 'Poosay S}4Biy yf “U] Huyjseopeoug 684 [0 SJEWape) AE SYJEW PSayejal PUL SAS ‘ou SoIpNysS Sao soo @ 





f3 
&, 
i 
i 
i 
Rigs 





"GG 119 1900) 3h] 


eS am "| iJ | BFR Ci 











Ld Eta i Page wy 


SioK > 





\ $31435 vi 1131d WO) al lL 


FITS WWW Wil 


Silas GLAMWOSD GH 


2) Ee 


A 





i 


CUT HERE PLACE HERI 





INTRODUCING THE WORLD'S FIRST-EVER 
PHONE WITH BUILT-IN BLUETOOTH HEADSET? 





The LG Decoy lets you automatically sync and charge a Bluetooth 
headset that integrates so easily, you'll never find yourself without 
it again.” With a large display and up to 8GB external memory, it's the 
one slider that truly represents the point at which advanced technology 
and absolute simplicity come together. LGusa.com/decoy 





exclusively at 





deco U | \_— ver iZONwireless Life's Good 


(2008 LG Bectronics, Inc, ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, LG logo and trademarks ore trademarks of LG Bectronics, Inc, Olher logos or hadernarks shown cre trademarks of thei respective 
owner, BGS external memory requires purchase of additianal microsd card, "World's first mass production, **The earploce chorges only when the phone is being charged. 
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Brandy shows 
us her Human 
side with 
anew album 
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Bedtime Stories come true... 
Eliza Dushku brings Josh 
Whedon's Dollhouse to life... 
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Seymour Hoffman in 
Doubt; Frost/Nixon, Cadillac 
Records, Wendy and Lucy... 


| 58 Television 


Gil Grissom wraps up his 
time on CS/; the case 
closes for Boston Legal... 


12 News + Notes 

The memorable scenes of 

MTV's Britney: For the 
Record... The Simpsons sink 

their teeth into Apple...Will 
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Features 


24 What's Jennifer Aniston to Do? Paparazzi 
climb walls to shoot her photo. Her ex and his girlfriend are 
on magazine covers everywhere. And her career could 

use a little bite. Three words: Get a dog, By Josh Rottenberg 


32 Slumdog Millionaire: Straight Out of 
Mumbai The terrorist attacks in India have given the 
Best Picture hopeful a tragic undertone. Even its director 
is seeing the movie with new eyes. By Missy Schwartz 


4 Roger Moore: And the Bond Plays On 
Daniel Craig and Sean Connery get all the respect, but 
Moore's winking humor charmed a tongue-in-cheek gener- 
ation. And he's perfectly fine with that. By Chris Nashawaty 


40 The 25 Smartest People on Television 
Sure, they call it the boob tube, but it takes some pretty 
hig brains to make it in the TV biz. Our list of the 25 titans 
behind TV’s sharpest shows and deals, 








ON THE COVER: Jennifer Aniston photographed exclusively for EW by Peggy Sirota on Nov. 18, 2008, in Los Angeles 
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Entertainme ent 
THESO 
SEXIEST 
MOVIES 





She’s Gotta Have It 
ras thrilled that Out of 
Sight was your No. | 
sexiest Movie Ever! All 
of the scenes between 
George Clooney and 
Jennifer Lopez are hot, 
but nothing compares to 
the bar scene which leads 
to the hotel room scene. 
Sexy, playful, passionate, 
flirty—director Steven 
Soderbergh does an 
amazing job, and it leaves 
you wanting more. 
Kate Spencer 
Toronto 


Golden Oldies 


Nearly two-thirds of your 
Sexiest Movies are films 
made after 1990, repre- 
senting 18 years of varied 
movie history. Indeed, 
there are only five films out 
of 50 made before 1980, 
including a single film from 
the "70s, widely regarded 
as one of the most liberal 
decades of filmmaking. 
How could any real movie 
lover possibly take your 
list seriously? 

H. Alton Lee 

Gulfport, Fla. 





Only one pre-code movie 
and it’s King Kong?! And 
only four black-and-white 
movies? Where was 

The Big Sleep with Bogie 
and Bacall? And only one 
movie from the 1950s? And 
not one movie from the 
1960s, the era of Bond and 
Barbarella? You guys need 
to take some film classes. 
Sexiness in the movies did 
not begin with Body Heat. 


Brian Camp 
Bronx, NY. 


> Editors respond: You both 
make smart points. The truth is 
that all EW’s lists could be accused 
of favoring newer works of art, 
sometimes at the expense of classics. 
That's partly because the staff of 
the magazine is more interested in 
redefining and challenging the 
canon than they are in simply reca- 
pituating it. But it's also because 
tastes have a habit of shifting over 
the decades, and people just don't 
get as hot as they used to when 
the words “Brando” and “butter” 
are used in the same sentence. 


CORRECTIONS The cover image 
from Little Children should have 
been credited to photographer 
Robert Zuckerman. Maribel Verdu 
plays Luisa in Y Tu Mama También 
(The 50 Sexiest Movies Ever). 


WRITE TO US! We want to know 
what you think. Send e-mails to 
ew_letters(@ew.com or mail to 
1675 Broadway, New York, NY 
10019, Include your name, address, 
and telephone number. Letters 
may be edited for clarity or length. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE AND 
SUBSCRIPTIONS For 24/7 service, 
please use our website (www 
.ew.com/customerservice), or 

call 1-800-828-6882. You can also 
write to ENTERTAINMENT 
WEEKLY at P.O. Box 30608, 
Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 





Our 50 SEXIEST MOVIES EVER list aroused quite a few 
raunchy reactions—as well as some angry ones. Below, we 
rank the films that readers just couldn't believe we omitted. 
One thing we learned: You guys have a thing for Ellen Barkin. 






From Here to Eternity 
(1953) The shoreline 
wave-crashing love scene 
with Burt Lancaster and 
Deborah Kerr has been 
imitated as often as it 
has because these are 
the quintessential film 
frames of sensuality. 
—John Derek Thompson, 
Downingtown, Pa. 


% 





The Big Easy (1987) 

A young, ripped Dennis 
Quaid with his shirt off 
and a smoky, smart Ellen 
Barkin show you what 
sexy is, —Marsha E 
Anderson, Hillsboro, Ore. 





Two Moon Junction 
(1988) Sherilyn Fenn 
and Richard Tyson. 
Double wow. —George 
Feist, Fresno, Calif 





The Focntsimndd 
(1949) That fully clothed, 
love-hate-love scene with 
Patricia Neal and Gary 
Cooper generates enough 
heat to warm Chicago in 
January. —Ellen Dweck, 
East Brunswick, NJ 











Brokeback Mountain 
(2005) The scene 
where Heath Ledger and 
Jake Gyllenhaal reunite 
ina wildly passionate, 
hungry kiss did not just 
sizzle, it burned! 
—Michael Oberg, Seattle 





The Thomas Crown 
Affair (1999) Rene 
Russo's slinky see- 
through dress alone 
overheats my DVD 
player every time. 
—Michelle Underwoecd, 
Chicago 


Sea of Love (1989) 
What about the hallway 
scene with Ellen Barkin 
and Al Pacino? —David 
Weitzman, Berkeley, Calif 





Howard the Duck 
(1986) Lea Thompson 
and Howard really turn 
up the heat during their 
scorching smooch, plus 
he does the film without 
pants! —Jeremy Alan Ault, 
Chillicothe, Ohio 
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Do you have 


psoriasis 












& joint pain 





You may actually 
have psoriatic arthritis 


| 
If you have skin plaques and 
are experiencing pain, stiffness, 
or swelling in your joints, you 
could be at risk of irreversible 
eyiniaer-laar-le l=? 


Nearly 4 in 10 people with psoriasis 
actually have psoriatic arthritis 
Tale eal-1-)(o]k-Maole] (oll ol-i-] Mil ae) 
permanent joint damage. 


Talk to your dermatologist 
about your joint pain. 


Learn more at MyPsoriasisConnection.com AGEN’ 
Wyeth’ 
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Behind the scenes 5 OF Hollywood's Ninos projects 


Bedtime Stories in this Dec. 25 Disney adventure, Adam Sandler (right) stars as 
Skeeter—a sort of “Cinder-fella” character, says director Adam Shankman (Hairspray). “Life 


hasn't been easy on him.” And when he babysits his niece and nephew, “the stories he tells them 


at night start coming true in strange ways.” In this scene, Skeeter has just won a zero-gravity 
fight in a space globe—“He's like a Han Solo,” explains Shankman—refereed by Richard Griffiths 
(left), a.k.a. “the emperor of the star system.” Nah, we wouldn't call that strange at all. 
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United States of lara “Pure 
freedom’ is how Toni Collette describes 16 
year-old T, one of three identities her chal 
acter Tara assumes on Showtime's new 
comedy series, debuting Jan. 18, Tar 1 aso 


morphs into a qun-loving macho mangng 


a perfectionist housewite, all while TYINTo 


keep it together as a mom of two ie’ i 


to Max (played by Joni Corbett, Tar rigit). 


“All of the alters 
represent a 
Suppressed 

element that 
lives within Tara. 
| love them all!” 


—Toni Collette, who can't pick a 
favorite of Tara’s multiple personalities 
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VOMNOUSE Joss 
inlsele)pmaces)Ce) me) mere iei 
the Vampire Slayer, returns 
to TV on Feb. 13 with this 
Fox mystery-drama hybrid 
Starring Eliza Dushku as 
a proverbial human chame- 
leon. “Eliza is a real femme 
fatale—an, old-school Ava 
Gardner—but also very 
versatile,” says Whedon 
of thesBuffyalumna._| 
wanted to showcase that.” 
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3 WELCOME 
See TO THE JUNGLE. 
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We pick apart I on 







Was it an unrevealing efariere ial for her new 
album, Circus? Or a heartbreaking portrait of 
a lonely woman? However you perceived 
MT'V’s Britney Spears documentary, Britney: 
For the Record, which premiered on Nov. 30, it 
was hard to emerge without an opinion. 
Chronicling 60 days in the life of the troubled 
star, the 90-minute flick showcased a more 


MILLION 


Total number of viewers 
who tuned in to see ‘Britney: 
For the Record,’ according 
to Nielsen Media Research 
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1 ul documentary ‘F ey: 
"Is Aisin ee in ae with The Simpsons” sa 
Plus: Our guesstimates on the latest '‘C 


“mystery. 


| serious and somber Britney, not the gum- 
smacking, navel-baring pop tart of the past. 
While Britney remained vague about the 
details of her breakdown, the little moments 
_ ended up saying the most. And, like every- 
thing that Britney does, this project immedi- 
ately became ripe for analysis and, of course, 
mockery. In case you missed it (or are still 
discussing it), here are the most telling—and 
our favorite!—moments. —Tim Stack 





SPEQRS INEPMOTO CLM: POL 


CHEISTMASES. JOHN JOHNSON, HIRSCH PRIL BRAY ASTLEY ADRIAN BOOT/RETNA: BEBE NEUWIRTH AWD EELSEY GRAMMER; 


SUNG ATH FRE STARS BERS EY MOHD AL ABE 
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WERETT COLLECTION PHELOS. AL BELLOGE 


Dave ALLOCCASE ES FEATUPES 2 


SETTING ‘RECORD’ 
STRAIGHT: MIA from 
= the doc, Lynne joins 


’ Britney on Dec, 2, her 


0:01 Confusing Confession “I think | wanted 
to make the film because I started to feel like I 
wasn't being seen in the light that I wanted to 
be seen in,” says Spears. “I don’t know exactly 





what light that is...” Glad to see you had a clear 


reason for inviting cameras into your life. 
0:26 Dancing Queen Rehearsing for her 
“Womanizer” video, Britney seems herself 
again—all hair flips, suggestive moves, and 
actual signs of joy. That’s our gal! 

0:35 Paparazzi Paranoia Britney attempts to 
do something “normal” by visiting an 

NYC store, and gets mobbed by aggressive 
photogs. “I’m scared,” she admits. 

0:42 Multiple Personalities Who wouldn't 
want to be Britney? Um...maybe Britney. 
Here Brit stands in front of a mirror and 
pretends to be a lawyer named Matilda. 
Later, she’s a witch named Veronica. (Okay, 
to be totally fair, it is Halloween. But still.) 
0:54 Daddy Issues On the set of “Womanizer,” 
Britney does a broad impersonation of her 
cell-phone-addicted father and legal guard- 
ian, Jamie Spears. The act reeks of a bitter 
daughter now under the watchful eye of her 
formerly estranged father. But there’s an 
upside: It also shows her flair for improv. 
0:58 Tears for Spears In the film's most 
emotionally honest moment, Britney 
breaks down and admits she’s “sad.” “I don’t 
feel like [my life is] out of control. I think 
it’s too in control. There’s no excitement. 
There’s no passion. It’s just like Groundhog 
Day, every day.” 

1:03 Hotel California Spears’ confessionals 
were all shot at the Mondrian Hotel in L.A., 
home to hot spot Skybar. The lounge was 


27th birthday 


frequented by Spears during wilder times, 
and she reportedly even vomited in the bar’s 
bathroom. Alas, this elephant in the room is 
never mentioned. 

1:06 Madge-ic Reunion Greeted by Madonna 
backstage at the 50-year-old diva’s L.A. 
concert, Britney looks as uncomfortable as 
a kid being hugged by her musty, old aunt at 
Thanksgiving. It’s as if Brit doesn’t recog- 
nize her 2008 VMA make-out partner, which 
is weird because it's not like Madonna looks 
any different... 

1:10 Clownin’ Around Who's that in 

Britney’s backyard, John Wayne Gacy? Oh, 
no, it’s just another terrifying clown—her 
father, Jamie, dressed up for Halloween. 

So why are we still afraid? 

1:30 Where’s Mom? The most glaring omis- 
sion from Record? Mom Lynne who never 
even pops up for a simple “Hi, y'all.” Was she 
tending to Jamie Lynn and her new grand- 
child? Based on a recent photo (left), she and 
Britney don’t seem to be at odds. Appar- 

ently, we'll have to wait for the sequel. 


yO 


Only 28% 
of EW.com 
readers 
OHO MALLORE 


‘Britney: 
For the 
Record’ 
made 
them want 
KOM OOK OTHE 
and buy 
her new 
album, | 
Chrcus. 








The Bullseye 


Here’s alook at the pop culture news that was right on target 
this week—and the events that missed the mark 





Rick Astley: 
Great Rickrolling 
atthe Macy's 0m 
Thanksgiving | 
Day Parade. Now, 
about that Clay 
Aiken ‘do. 


i. 2 
Oné of oun Favreau 
stars of 2008 steals 
all his scenes in 
Four Christmases 


Good idea: Fame 
remake; better idea: 
Make it a Cheers 

reunion 










Anderson Cooper 
takes off his shirt 
on 60 Minutes... 


Pees Dancing With the 
Stars withdrawal 










Emile Hirsch, 
James Franco, 
and Diego Luna 
Sport curly colfs 
in Milk. Because 
“straight” hair 
wouldn't have 
been in character? 


against Michael 
Phelps 
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WHAT'S THE STORY BEHIND THAT 
‘SIMPSONS’-APPLE LOVEFEST? 
After watching the Nov. 30 episode of The 
Sunpsons, we can say this: Jobs well done. 

As in, the Fox comedy sure roasted Apple and 
its CKO, Steve Jobs. The irreverent parody of 
the computer giant (in which Lisa runs up a 
huge bill from Apple—excuse us, Mapple— 


by downloading too many songs to her iPod— 


ahem, myPod) tweaks the company’s culture 
of cool and even offers up a few Jobs jabs 
(“How dare us question the boss we fired 10 
years ago and then brought back?” says one 


employee). Funnier still, there were multiple 


Apple ads during commercial breaks. Does 
Apple have a self-effacing sense of humor, or 
was it Just coincidence? Looks like the latter: 


IPOD VS. MYPOD: 
pi Lisa and 


The company didn’t know about the satire, 
and Sumpsons exec producer Al Jean wasn’t 
aware of the commercials’ placement before- 
hand. “The show has a tradition of biting the 
hand that feeds us, and sometimes it goes up 
to the elbow,” says Jean, an admitted “Apple 
enthusiast.” Let’s hope the main Mac man 
enjoyed the parody, as a deal was recently 
cut to bring the current season of Simpsons 
episodes to iTunes, starting Dec. 22. Cracks 
Jean: “If he wants to give me an upgrade 

on my laptop in exchange for no more future 
mockings, so be it.” —Dan Snierson 













“’mnotthat 
greatat senti- 
mentality, but 
m pe a 

looking forward 
tomecrying. 


—SAM JACKSON, 23rd Annual 
American Cinematheque Award 







QUOTE OF THE WEEK | 


‘Gossip’ Guesses 


Sure, we know Kelly Rutherford’s Lily was putin 
secret. Possibilities for Lily’s past? —TIMSTACK 


LILY VAN DER WOODSEN REVEALED 
TO HAVE LOVE CHILD WITH 
ROCKER RUFUS HUMPHREY—GIVES 

IT UP FOR ADOPTION! 


a. 


Lily van der ..We hear Lily may have 
some skeletons in her 
Woodsen-Bass gOes closet, next to the 
ey after srg ste fs ould she have 
00 long at ner illed a groupie 
Louis uiton start infatuated with Rufus? 


Details to come.. 


Tl 
‘L. Robert Downey Jr. gets clocked 
in the noggin by his 7-foot Sherlock 
_ Holmes costar This is why skeptics 
said the classic story Sherlock Holmes 
and the Fistfight With Yao Ming was 
unfilmable. 


ST ee 


2. Amy Winehouse's husband says 
it’s time to let her go That time 
probably came and went several 
scandals ago. At this point, I'd say it’s 
time to renew your vows. 


PSCSSSS PPE SETS OOPS EEL PEE eh Pe eee PR PE Be ee 


3. Madonna and A-Rod reportedly 
spend Thanksgiving together 

They both have a lot to be thankful 
for: skillful divorce lawyers, flexible 
contracts, and ‘shiny lip treatments. 


4. Oprah credits Robin Williams 
with her success “lor | too emigrated 
from the Planet Ork with nothing 
but a cursory understanding of 
human culture and five can't-miss 
impressions.” 


5. Lars Ulrich raveala he had to (Ss 
Heimlich-ed for choking on a pizza 
That is so rock & roll. Tell us about 
that time j in the ‘80s when the radon detector went off, Lars! 


6. MLA. says pregnancy iiakes ee less angry So now, whenever she 
feels like she's getting angry, she stops, counts to 10, and i gets pregnant. 


7. Orlando Bloom says he’s nat enanaed “Palse alarm,” the actor 
confirms. “There i is still | nothing remotely interesting about me.” 


8. Paris Hilton debuts: new fragrance called Fairy Dust Tiles Alb 
scents associated with Paris Hilton, it’s two parts Jolly Rancher 
to one part New Club smell. 


9, Good Charlotte guitarists pregnant wife has no cravings 
The same numb sensation I get from listening to Good Charlotte, | 


bomeeeeee sabes 


10. Boy George admits he handcuffed a male escort Cl al 
he was making a citizen's arrest. The man is a hero. 





Just when ukuleles and dreadlocks were starting to regain their cred, 
Jason Castro's li'l bro reportedly makes Hollywood Week on American Idol. 


asanatorium on ‘Gossip Girl,’ but the reason is still 
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Rock out with 40 chart-topping Face Off With All 3 American Idol Judges Brand New Venues and Multiple Gameplay 
songs from the ‘70s to today Modes For Up To 8 Players 


PLAYSTATIONS @ XBOX 360." Wi 





©2005 Konami Digital Entertainment. KONAM! is a registered trademark of KOMAMI CORPORATION, American \dol® 
19 TY Lid & FremantioMedia Marth America, ine. Licensed by FremantleMedia Enterprises. www. iericanidolcom. 
Developed ty Bitz Games. Blitz games £ the Blitz Rings logo are registered trademarks of Blitz Games Liméted. . 
"PlayStation", “PLAYSTATION” and "PS" Family logo are regestered trademarks of Seny Computer Entertainment! Ine. : KO N AM H 
Micresofl, Kiew, Mow 260, Khem LIVE, and te Mises logos are trademarics of the Microsefil group of companied and are FREMANTLEMEDIA ts 

hed under Horne trom Macrpsoft, Wi and Wii logs are trademarks of Nintendo. © 7006 Nintendo. ~ 





www.konami.com 


one 


| Will Matt Damon and Rachel McAdams 
— report for duty on ‘Ness’ already?...A ‘Heroes’ 
_ homecoming...And CL Biggne comeback 


| 
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UNTOUCHABLE 

FILM?: McAdams 
has her eyes 
on the slow- 
moving Ness 


Ss MOV | E S Ness sounds like the kind of film most studios 

dream of: a glossy David Fincher-directed crime 
thriller about famed Al Capone adversary Eliot Ness, headlined by 
Matt Damon, Casey Affleck, and Rachel McAdams (above). So why 
hasn't Paramount gotten around to making the darned thing? That’s 
the question around town as the clock ticks on the studio's rights to 
the project, which are due to expire on Dec. 15. A source inside the 
negotiations says Damon and Affleck are ready to go, and that 
McAdams has expressed interest, but Paramount has yet to pull the 
proverbial trigger. At press time, the studio insisted it only recently 
received a finalized seript from Ehren Kruger (The Ring) and would 
make a decision before the rights ran out.... Tarzan is getting another 
makeover, The action-adventure icon will trade his loincloth for a pair 
of khakis for the next big-screen take on Edgar Rice Burroughs’ clas- 
sic character, who first appeared way back in the Stone Age—er, 1912. 
Director Stephen Sommers (The Mummy) and screenwriter Stuart 
Beattie (Australia) are ditching the boy-raised-by-apes origin story for 
a 1930s-set romp with a hefty helping of romance: Think Pirates of the 
Caribbean with buff-and-tanned actors flying through the jungle and 
sprinting up trees, parkour-style. In recent years, the lord of the 
jungle has been reincarnated as a Broadway headliner, an animated 
Disney hero, and even a prime-time TV star—in 2003, ‘The WB 
produced a modern-day take starring Calvin Klein model (and first- 
time actor) Travis Fimmel that flopped. This version seems like a sal- 
er bet, especially considering Beattie penned one of the earliest drafts 
of Pirates, which became a worldwide blockbuster. —Christine Spines 








ABC may have canned 
Pushing Daisies, but we 
haven't heard the last from 
its imaginative creator, 
BRYAN FULLER. Sources 
confirm that he’s in talks 
with NBC/Universal to 
develop new shows and 
return to Heroes. The 

news should relieve fans 
of the struggling series— 
Fuller wrote for the show 
during its first season, 
including “Company Man” 
(above), an episode with a 
streamlined, single-character 
focus that is often cited as 
a model for the jam-packed 
ensemble show. If this new 
pact happens, Fuller could 
make good on his recent 
promise to EW.com. He told 
the website that if Daisies 
wasn't renewed, hed “defi- 
nitely be going back to play 
with my friends at Heroes.” 
—Lynette Rice 
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The soundtrack for Fox 
Searchlight’s biopic of late 
rapper THE NOTORIOUS 
BG. is rapidly taking shape 
now that first single 
“Brooklyn Go Hard"—a 
KANYE WEST-produced 
collaboration between Big- 
gie's old friend JAY-Z and 
hip rocker SANTOGOLD— 
has leaked online. Notorious 
producer Wayne Barrow 
tells EW that several 
legendary unheard demo 
tapes from early in Biggie’s 
career form the heart of 
the soundtrack: “We kept 
everything as |s, in its raw 
form. This is what got him 
the [recording] deal, plain 
and simple.” Adds director 
George Tillman Jr: “That's 
what I'm excited for, It’s 
incredible stuff.” Barrow 
says the disc, due Jan. 13 on 
Bad Boy, will also include a 
handful of catalog tracks 
and an emotional remix of 
1995's “One More Chance” 
featuring quest vocals from 
Biggie’s 12-year-old son, 
Christopher "CJ" Wallace. 
—Simon Vozick-Levinson 


Utterly bizarre CBS public service announcement implores women to get their 
husbands a prostate exam for Hanukkah. Tip: Don’t make it last eight days. 
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Get Tony Bennett’s holiday CD, A Swingin’ Christmas featuring 
The Count Basie Big Band, $11.98 for a limited time? 

Pr aN ‘ts 

Also available, the limited-edition CB, VD— only att 
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With Beyoncé’s latest album, ‘IAm...Sasha Fierce,’ she unleashed a 
saucy alter ego—as well as a distinctive way of dressing. We look at 
some of the singer’s recent bold fashion moves. BY LESLEY SAVAGE 








































“Diva” Video 
We'll embrace 


Hi tas her metal hand, 
, Le but we can't get 
ml behind these 
| _—— Kanye-esque tin- 
— = sel glasses. More 
v4 = importantly, can 
she even see? 
World Music 
Awards 2008 
Channeling retro 
Michael Jackson \ 


with her Lorraine 
Schwartz hand 
ring and Alex- 
ander McQueen 
-. military vest. 


MTV Europe — 
Music Awards ‘ aS 
Doing the robot = 7, } 
in this thoroughly a ia Cadillac 
modern Gareth te, ia’ Records 
Pugh dress. Ay As Etta James 
Wa in the biopic, 
: she takes a 
nostalgic step 
back, sporting 


a short blond 
wig and fiery 
red lips. 


Tee eee 





American 
Music Awards 
"ta 7, ie: Is that a compact 
Cadillac Records io ‘te version of her 
Premiere tan ae hand jewelry, or 


The Today Beyoncé works the 3 “?< — did she just 
Show polished look on Lam - hurt herself? 
Looking the red carpet in ¥. 5 a 

sleeker than Dolce & Gabbana. ) ory / 

Halle Berry in } , . | f 

Catwoman, ws YF 6, 

she embraces A. . | 

her inner ¥ ) , 


sex kitten. 
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| The Six Steps to ‘Single Ladies 
Are you, like all of YouTube Nation, planning a tribute to Beyoncé's jazzy video? All you need is a webcam (try Microsoft 
LifeCam VX-5500, $60), black leotard (Danskin.com, $24), and our breakdown of the essential moves. BY TANNER STRANSKY 





| " ] 
"1% 
y } 
1, Hands Up! And Kick (0:12) 2. Various Prancing (0:21) 3. Punch the Ground (0:43) 


It's basically a more theatrical version of Legally Channel your inner dainty reindeer, (Note: Individual The key is keeping your forearm and thigh parallel, 
Blonde’s signature “bend and snap” move. and group variations of the sashay will be required.) The crisper the head snap, the better. 








4, Doing the Half Splits (0:59) 5. Cardio Stewardess (1:35) 6. Ring Hands (3:12) 
Grind your hips, purse your lips, and roll downinto There's room for improv here—just think Jane Finish with a dramatic flaunt of your ringless 
this leg extension. Remember. Wincing isn’t sexy! Fonda” and “side exit doors” and you'll be fine. finger. Like the quy ever even had a chance. 
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Actress Roselyn 
Sanchez (Without a 
Trace), 35, wed 
actor Eric Winter 
(Days of Our Lives), 
52, in Puerto Rico 
on Nov, 29, The 
couple had been 
engaged since last 
December. 
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How I Met Your 
Mother’s Cobie 
Smulders, 26, and 
longtime boy- 
friend Taran Killam, 
26, will meet their 
first baby in late 
spring... Late-night 
host Carson Daly, 35, 
will welcome his 
first child with girl- 
friend Siri Pinter, 27, 
in early spring. The 
couple have been 
together two years. 
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C'SI's Marg Helgen- 
berger, 50, and 
actor husband (and 
current Screen 
Actors Guild prez) 


= 
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wsMonitor 


Alan Rosenberg, 538, 
have separated af- 
ter 19 years of mar- 
riage. The pair have 
an 18-year-old son. 
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On Nov. 26 in L.A., 
actress Kirsten 
Dunst, 26, was 
granted a tempo- 
rary restraining 
order against a 
25-year-old Holly- 
wood man who 
has allegedly tres- 
passed repeatedly 
on Dunst’s property 
in L.A., and at- 
tempted to enter 
her home. The 
restraining order 
also alleges that the 
man has claimed to 
have a spiritual 
connection with 
Dunst..,. Bruce 
Willis, 53, settled 

a lawsuit with a 
Malaysian prince’s 








| eeVeeee 
_ FAMILY TRAGEDY: 
~Hudsonand 
| Balfour (inset) 


ss 


A BREAK IN THE HUDSON MURDERS? On 





oe 


Dec. 2, Chicago authorities charged Jennifer Hudson's 
estranged brother-in-law, William Balfour, with three 
counts of first-degree murder for the October slayings 
of the Oscar winner’s mother, brother, and 7-year-old 
nephew. Balfour, 27, was transferred to Chicago police 
custody from an Illinois state prison where he had been 
serving time for an alleged parole violation. Balfour’s 
lawyer has maintained his client’s innocence. —KW 


environmental 
technology com- 
pany Nov. 26, less 
than one week after 
filing the suit in L.A. 
The suit claimed 
the Petra Group 
owed cash to Willis 
after the actor 
tried to recoup his 
S$? million invest- 
ment in a Petra 
subsidiary that was 
developing “green 
rubber.” “It was an 
unfortunate series 
of miscommunica- 
tions,” said a Petra 
spokesman, who 
also noted that 
Willis remains a 
shareholder in the 
company. “We are 
happy that the 
whole matter has 
been resolved to 
the satisfaction of 


all parties,” 





DEATHS | ter along battle with 
Playwright William an undisclosed ill- 
Gibson, 94—author ness.... John Michael 
of 1959's Tony Hayes, 89, screen- 
Award-winning writer of such clas- 
play The Miracle sics as 1954's Rear 
Worker—died in his Window and 1957's 
Stockbridge, Mass., Peyton Place, died 
home on Noy, 25 Nov. 19 in Hanover, 
N.H., of undisclosed 
causes.,.. Producer 
William Finnegan, 80, 
whose credits in- 
clude Hawaii Five-O 
and the 1989 film The 
Fabulous Baker Boys, 
died Nov. 28 in Sag 
Harbor, N-Y., of Par- 
kinson’s disease.... 
Alan Gordon, 64, 
of undisclosed co-writer of the 1967 
causes.... Italian Turtles hit “Happy 
screenwriter Ennio Together,” died 
De Concini, 84, who Nov. 22 in Scotts- 
won an Oscar for dale, Ariz., of cancer. 
1962's Divorce— —Kate Ward, with 
Italian Style, died additional reporting 
Nov. 17 in Rome, af- | by Stewart Allen 





Reports of Wii shortage... Sorry, gotta run! 
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Thrills, chills, narrative mastery—our colummst s 
top picks to replace movie night. BY STEPHEN KING 


7 | ee 


historical mystery. All told in lyri- 
cal, marvelously readable prose. If | 
you liked Life of Pi and The Secret 


The Best Books of 2008 


KAY, GANG, PAY ATTENTION: In 2007, 

according to the National Association of 

_ Theatre Owners, the average price of a + Ait ie 3. When Will There Be Good 
movie ticket was $6.88. Let’s say It goes up Boo ks News?, Kate Atkinson The third, 

| to $7.00 in 2008. And say that you and your are stil the best, and hopefully not the last 

| sweetie buy $10 of snacks (featuring your Uncle Stevie’s fa- th a b ra st Atkinson novel featuring private 





Life of Bees, this is for you. (PB) 


mous “heavy” bag of popcorn). Even leaving out the babysitter : eye Jackson Brodie. There's a train 
| and the cost of gas, that’s $24 for two hours’ entertainment. ban | for crash, a smart and plucky teenage 
For that same $24—less, with a discount—you canbuya YOUF wick. girl named Reggie, a missing lady | 
new book and be entertained for days. Plus, your sweetie Would doc...but the plot defies descrip- | 
can read it when you’re done (or first, ifhe or she’s the grab- U n cl a tion,and l’dbeahoundtoeventry. | 
by type). My point? Books are still the best bang for your = |e As a reader, I was charmed. As a | 
_ entertainment buck, and 2008 was a great year for reading. Stevie lie novelist, | was staggered by Atkin- 
Below are my personal best for the last 12 months. (And I’ve TO yo ue?” son's narrative wizardry. You can't 


indicated the ones in paperback—even cheaper!) My advice believe all the tangled threads are 
is get them all. Immediately. ED = eying to come together, but they 


best Untensity, the incomparable Phantoms), this is Koontz at his | easy. Dear reader, easy it is not. 

Hitchcockiest: Nice guy is mistaken for contract killer, mayhem en- | 2. The Garden of Last Days, Andre Dubus 
sues. Koontz can be preachy. Not here, though. (PB) | IM I’ve written about this before, so I won't 

9. Old Flames, Jack Ketchum Remember Glenn Close as the bunny- belabor you with the details. Just know this: 


10. The Good Guy, Dean Koontz While not up with his do—and Atkinson makes it look 





__ boiler scorned in Fatal Attraction? Raise that to the 10th power and you It’s terrifying, unputdownable, and the best 
get Dora Welles, the crazy ex-girlfriend in this short chiller. (PB) novel so far about 9/11. 
8. The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo, Stieg Larsson Instead ofa | 1. The novels of Robert Goddard I discov- | 
locked-room mystery, this is a “locked-island” mystery in which a dis- | ered Goddard, a British mystery/suspense | 
graced journalist is hired to investigate a decades-old crime. He discovers novelist, last year, almost by accident. /n Pale 
| something a lot more awful than a missing girl. The good news Is that Battalions, his second novel, was the first book 
Larsson delivered two more novels with this one. The bad news is that [ read on my new Kindle. Since then I’ve read 
he died of a heart attack shortly after doing so. eight more and have about seven to go. I'll par- 
7. Hollywood Crows, Joseph Wambaugh This sequel to Hollywood | celthem out, because they’re too good to gulp. | 
Station doesn't live up to its predecessor...but it’s close, and still a fine, | There are missing heirs, stolen fortunes, mis- 
taken identities, raffish con men, hot sex, and 
wood is an open-air psycho ward where even the cops need Valium. (PB) cold-blooded murder. These books have more 
6. Heartsick/Sweetheart, Chelsea Cain We've been down Hannibal | twists than a box of macaroni, all rendered in 
Lecter Avenue many times, and these two books shouldn't work...but | Goddard's clear-eyed prose. You discover a 


funky read with an all too believable murder plot. Wambaugh’s Holly- 
they do. Chalk it up to excellent writing and Cain’s ferocious sense of | guy who's doing work on such a high level, and 


humor. The Portland (Ore.) setting is refreshing too.(PB: Heartsick) —_— the disturbing question occurs: Who else have | 
5. Nixoniland, Rick Perlstein Nonfiction that has the sweep of an epic I missed that’s this good? (PB) 
novel, with The Great American Political Vampire at the center of the Seary question. Maybe that’s why the T- | 
action. It’s the best history of the turbulent 60s I’ve ever read. shirt my wife gave me for my birthday reads, 
4. The Tenderness of Wolves, Stef Penney Asearch foraboy miss- | Quot libros, quam breve tempus: So many 
ing in the chilly Canadian wilderness of 150 years ago, a love story, a books, so little time. m 
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mental iliness 


iF 


“16 a friend_with mental illness, yout Caring and ‘understanding greatly increases (heir chance-of recovery. 


Visitwhatadiffererice, Sainhsa.gov for more information. Mental lliness — What a,difference a friend makes, tae SM SAMBA S 
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What's 
Jennifer 
isto: 


Paparazzi climb walls to snap her photo. Her ex and 








his girlfriend stare out from magazine covers everywhere. 


And her movie career, frankly, could use a little bite. 
Three words of advice: 


Get a dog. 


BY JOSH ROTTENBERG 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY PEGGY SIROTA 
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, . Then, at least, she could 
enjoy the illusion that she was free from their telephoto 
lenses. Now the paparazzi are always there in the open— 
staked out at the bottom of her driveway, climbing the walls 
of a restaurant patio where she's eating—like zombies in a 
George Romero movie. Needless to say, Jennifer Aniston's 
standard of what constitutes a private moment is not like 
most people's. “The way I gauge it is, are there six cars be- 
hind me today or not?” she says. 

Even now, in a quiet Beverly Hills hotel suite, with a body- 
guard nearby, she knows she’s hardly in a bubble. She’s well 
aware that, even when no flashbulbs are popping in her face, 
her slightest move sends ripples across the gossip universe. 
The latest involves a date she went on the other night with her 
boyfriend, singer John Mayer, at which she supposedly ab- 
stained from alcohol. Ergo, according to the logic that rules the 
tabloid world, she must be pregnant. With twins. “Oh, my God, 
it’s hysterical!” she says, throwing up her hands. “You can’t do 
anything without it going to some extreme. It’s almost going to 
take away the fun from actually being able to say one day, ‘I’m 
pregnant!’ Everyone will be like, ‘Yeah, right.’ It’s the boy who 
cried wolf. Stop stealing my thunder, motherf-—ers!” 

For now, Aniston, 39, would love nothing more than to keep 
the thunder focused on her upcoming Christmas Day release, 
Marley & Me, a three-hankie (and one pooper-scooper) adap- 
tation of writer John Grogan's best-selling memoir, in which 
she stars opposite Owen Wilson and an unruly Labrador re- 
triever. It’s been two and a half years since her last film, the 
romantic comedy The Break-Up, a period during which—aside 
from popping up as a psycho sexpot on 30 Rock last month— 
Aniston, the actress, has been overshadowed by Aniston, the 
tabloid icon. Marley & Me, with its built-in fan base and cute- 
as-a-puppy holiday appeal, represents her best bet to get her 
often wobbly movie career back on solid footing. “Sometimes 
you're not always so thrilled about the movie you're pushing,” 
she admits, whistling past a graveyard of clunkers like Rumor 
Has It and Derailed. “But this is a good one.” 

When you're an actress whose personal life has fed an en- 
tire industry, though, the focus can all too easily drift away 
from your work, and sometimes in a big way. Last month, 
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excerpts from a Vogue profile of Aniston exploded across 
the Internet, and, with a single quote on the cover—“What 
Angelina did was very uncool”—a nation that had been fix- 
ated on presidential politics suddenly switched the channel 
back to the soap opera involving the actress, her ex-husband 
Brad Pitt, and his girlfriend Angelina Jolie. The tabloids let 
loose a barrage of four-alarm headlines: “Furious Brad: 
Shut Up, Jen!” “How Angelina Tortures Jen.” 

“(Election night] was just so moving, so unbelievable,” 
says Aniston. “And now what do people do? Read my crap! 
Everything comes to a halt: ‘What did she say?’” She shakes 
her head, smiling wryly. “Good God. You have to laugh at it 
all at the end of the day.” Still, she clearly feels stung by the 
flap and insists the “uncool” quote—which referred to 
comments Jolie made last year about falling for Pitt on the 
set of Mr. & Mrs. Smith, when he was still married to 
Aniston—was taken out of context. “I was just surprised 
that Vogue would go so tabloid,” she says. “I was bummed. 
But you almost expect it. Big deal. Done. Next.” 

Truth is, with her hair still wet from a shower and her face 
free of makeup, Aniston, who's curled into a corner of a couch 
as if trying to make herself as small a target as possible, does 
look a tad bummed. Yes, she’s still as funny and charming as 
one would hope, given her long-standing status as America’s 
designated BFF. She'll tell you that, as she approaches 40, 
she’s never been happier, never felt better: “I don't know if 
I’m just a late bloomer, but I feel like everything is just begin- 
ning.” But at the same time, there’s a certain wariness in her 
eyes, an occasional flash of indignation—a sense that, as the 
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MARLEY & ME: BARRY WETCHER (2); THE CHAMP, SOMEWHERE IN TIME, TERMS OF ENDEARMENT: EVERETT COLLECTION: 


GLADIATOR: JAAP BUITENDIUK; ROLE MODELS: 54M URDANK 


Friends theme song goes, no one told her life was gonna be 
this way. After nearly a decade and a half of massive fame, 
Aniston has become something more than just an actress. 
she’s a walking inkblot test, and, depending on your perspec- 
tive, you could see her as a wounded, jilted victim or a strong, 
independent woman, an actress who's best suited to the small 
screen or one whose great charisma and natural comedic 


gifts are perpetually underappreciated. The weight of all that 
scrutiny is clearly a lot to carry on her small shoulders, 

“Everyone projects their thoughts on you,” she says. 
“Everyone's got an opinion. I wish they didn’t. I’ve gotten to 
the point where, if I focus on all of that stuff, I won't make a 
move, you know?” She pauses, trying to feel her way to the 
right metaphor. “There's this character—it’s like my Hannah 
Montana,” she says. “That’s how I feel. There’s my Hannah 
Montana and then there’s me.” 


NISTON PASSED ON MARLEY & ME the first 
time it came around, assuming that it would just be 
a cloying, gauzy dog movie—the cinematic equiva- 
lent of one of those inspirational posters showing a 
kitten clinging to a tree branch. “My dad and a couple of other 
people gave me the book, but I didn’t give it a second glance,” 
she says. “I thought, A book about a dog? It’s like one of those 
little books you might see in a basket in a bathroom.” 


THE MOVIES THAT MAKE JEN CRY 


With ‘Marley’ going for sobs, we asked Aniston to share her favorite tearjerkers. Her answers may surprise you. —JR 
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1979 


Franco Zeffirelli’s weepie i 


about a washed-up boxer 
and his son hit Aniston 
like a body blow: “Ricky 
Schroder—that little 
face. ‘Champ, wake 
up champ!’ That was the 
first movie where I 
remember being, like, 
What's happening to me? 
What's this emotion?” 





savaged by criticsanda | 
| flop at the box office, this | 
time-travel fantasy 

starring Christopher 
: Reeve and Jane Seymour : 
now enjoys a cult 
: following among incurable - 


romantics. “I wept 
like a baby,” Aniston 
says. “That penny 
at the end? Oh!” 


~ 1983 


Along with Woody Allen's : 


Annie Hall, Terms isa 
movie that Aniston says 
she never tires of, no 
matter how many times 
she sees it. “I don't even 


_ have to wath the [whole] 


movie,” she says. 
“T can click it on at any 
point and I’m just done.” 


2000 
Ridley Scott’s sword- 
and-sandal smash, 
starring Russell Crowe 


' as anoble general, is best | 


remembered for its epic 
sweep and brutal action, 
but the film’s tragic con- 
clusion hit Aniston with 
Maximus emotional 


- impact. “I cried at the end,” | 
' on your mood, doesn’t it?” 


she says. “I cried hard.” 


~ 2008 
An R-rated comedy 
about two reckless man- 


_ children forced to mentor 


a couple of kids may 
not sound like a 
typical hankiefest. But 


i the movie got under Anis- 


ton's skin: “I teared up. 
] was just moved—it was 
so sweet. It all depends 
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The idea of playing a mother also gave 
her some pause. “Jen had some anxieties 
about preparing,” says director David 
'rankel (The Devil Wears Prada). “You have 
crying babies, the kinks and stresses of 
being a young, exhausted mom—a lot of 
stuff she hadn't been through personally or 
acted before.” In the end, Aniston em- 
braced the challenge: “I feel like that’s in 
my future and I’m on the verge of it in some 
way—or it's something I long for. So it was 
great to sort of dip your toe in it.” 

Ultimately, though, it was the chance to 
explore the ups and downs of married life 
that drew Aniston into the movie, turning 
Marley & Me into something more personal 
than it first appeared. “What was interest- 
ing was the story of these two people, how 
it doesn’t always look so pretty,” she says. 
“You have your ideas and your dreams when 
you start out, and you're sort of wide-eyed and bushy-tailed 
as a young married couple. Then life unfolds and it doesn't 
always take you in the directions you hope that it will.” 


NISTON SEEMED TO BE living out her own 
wide-eyed dreams from the moment in 1994 that 
she vaulted from waitressing jobs and failed sit- 
mA coms to the role of a lovable ditz on NBC's smash 
hit Friends. The next decade passed in a blur of breathless 
stories about her status as America’s sweetheart, her 
much-imitated hairstyle, her eye-popping salary, her story- 
book marriage to Pitt, her burgeoning movie career. And 
then, in 2005, the wheels came off. With the dissolution of 
her marriage and the revelations about Pitt’s relationship 
with Jolie, Aniston suddenly became the central character 
in a real-time reality show—the good girl dumped by the 
hunk for the femme fatale—that captured the public’s 
imagination to a degree that went far beyond the usual 
tabloid rubbernecking. | 





TOP 
DOGS 


Canines often 
make a killing 
at the box 
office. See 
which pooches 
have earned 
big money.* 
—JOHN YOUNG 





101 DALMATIANS 
$348.1 million 


SCOOBY-DOO 
$237.5 million 
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You have 
your ideas 
and your 
dreams 
when you 
start out, 
and youre 
sort of 
wide-eyed 
and bushy- 
tailed.” 





“*The Hollywood fairy-tale romance’— 
that’s what’s put onto it,” Aniston says of her 
marriage to Pitt. “It’s Luke and Laura. But if 
you strip away all of the glitz and the glam- 
our and the headlines—the shock and awe of 
it—it’s just people living their life. S--- hap- 
pens, and it’s as normal as any other human 
being if you take away the headlines. It’s just 
not as interesting without the headlines.” 

For the next year, the actress’ travails 
seemed to play out on a split screen, with 
tabloid stories mirroring Aniston's movie 
titles. Even she finds the parallels grimly 
funny: “They were so obvious,” she says, 
ticking them offin a singsongy voice. “There 
was Rumor Has Jt! Then there was Derailed! 
Then there was The Break-Up!” Some of her 
more ardent fans took to sporting T-shirts 
reading “Team Aniston”—a gesture of sup- 
port she didn't exactly welcome. “I can see 
how that would be flattering,” she says. “But that divide- 
and-conquer thing is stupid. It’s just catty. I’m not catty.” 

Meanwhile, Aniston’s career continued to lose altitude. In 
2006, New York Times critic Caryn James wrote a blistering 
piece on the actress, asking, “How did her career go haywire 
so fast?” and criticizing everything from her film choices to 
her taste in men. “It was so venomous,” Aniston remembers. 
“It was like, who f---ing s--- in her Wheaties? How do these 
people get the opportunity to just spew s---? They don't 
know anything. You know, career choices—you just do what 
you do, Not everyone's a winner. Not every episode of Friends 
was great. Not every guy you choose is great. Just across the 
board, there’s so much expectation.” 

Like it or not, those expectations are simply part of the 
bargain for Aniston, says Nancy Juvonen, producer of her 
next movie, the ensemble romantic comedy He’s Just Not 
That Into You, due Feb. 6: “You're beautiful, everyone adores 
you, you get to be a gazillionaire, you never wait on line, and 
everything is free—but you're going to be followed around 





oy 
BEETHOVEN 
$110.5 million 


CATS & DOGS 
$93.4 million 


BEVERLY HILLS 
CHIHUAHUA 


$92.1 million” 


LADY AND THE 
TRA 


$93.6 million 
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and every time you blow your nose it'll 
be in a magazine. She can’t even brush 
her hair out of her face without some- 
one saying she’s bawling. That’s a huge 
price to pay.” 


IG, SHINY ROMANTIC com- 
edy projects still come thud- 
ding onto her doorstep on a 
daily basis, but nearly all of 
them elicit an automatic no. Aniston 
has played enough girlfriends to last 
her a lifetime. Her greatest creative 
fulfillment—and greatest critical 
acclaim—has come from her least 
expected roles: the sullen, soulful 
retail clerk in 2002’s The Good Girl; the 
aimless, pot-smoking maid in 2006's 
Friends With Money. “The girl trying 
to gel the guy—those movies just 
don’t interest me these days,” Aniston 
says. “I’d be so bored just doing that. | 
always think of it as you’re walking 
down the aisle of the supermarket and 
there's the Fruity Pebbles. | like to do a 
little Kashi as well, a little granola.” 
Since The Break-Up, under the 
auspices of her newly formed produc- 
tion company, Echo Films, Aniston 
has thrown herself into developing a 
range of projects that seem designed 
to upend audience expectations, 
including a biopic about the first 
woman tenured in psychology at 





ADVENTURES ON THE BIG SCREEN 
From battling Irish goblins to breaking up with Vince Vaughn, a magically 
delicious look back at highlights from Aniston's movie career. —3R 





—- 
LEPRECHAUN 1993 
Aniston made her 
big-screen debut in this 
horror flick about a 
murderous leprechaun, 
The movie didn't earn a 
pot of gold—3$9 million— 
but it did spawn a 
(Aniston-less) sequel. 


PICTURE PERFECT 1997 
Aniston plays a woman 
who fakes an engagement 
to one guy to lure another. 
The picture's reviews 

and $31 million gross 
weren't perfect, but it 
proved she could carry 

a romantic comedy. 





OFFICE SPACE 1999 

A box office dud on its 
release, Mike Judge's satire 
of workplace drudgery 
went on to become a 


much-loved cult comedy 
on video, thanks in part 
to Aniston's deadpan 
supporting performance 
us a beleaguered waitress, 


THE GOOD GIRL 2002 
Aniston scored rave re- 
views and an Independent 
Spirit Award nomination 
for her portrayal of a 
sud-eved retail clerk 

who falls for a younger 
guy (Jake Gyllenhaal). 


é 
r 


BRUCE ALMIGHTY 2003 
This comedy about a TV 
reporter (Jim Carrey) who 
gets divine powers earned 
$243 million, making it An- 
iston’s biggest hit—though 
her girlfriend role was 
mainly window dressing. 


ALONG CAME POLLY 
2004 The combination 

of Ben Stiller (as a 
nebbishy worrywart) and 
Aniston (as the spunky 
woman who breaks him 
out of his shell) translated 
into a solid $88 million 

at the box office. 








DERAILED 2005 Aniston 
seemed miscast opposite 
Clive Owen in this 
downbeat thriller, though 
the film still grossed a 
respectable $36 million. 


RUMOR HAS IT 2005 
Plagued by problems 
from its inception, this 
misbegotten quasi-sequel 
to The Graduate earned 
critical slams and a paltry 
$3 million in its opening 
weekend. 


THE BREAK-UP 2006 
As Aniston's offscreen 
romance with Vince 
Vaughn made headlines, 
the duo's onscreen 
chemistry propelled this 
tart romantic comedy 
to a healthy $119 million, 





Harvard and another true story about an all-female 
country & western band that formed in a Texas prison. 
But of course, what she would really like to do is direct. 
She already has a particular project in mind: “It’s about 
schizophrenia, a woman who overcame the odds against 
her—that’s all I’m going to say.” Would she also star in it? 
“Oh, no, that sounds like torture,” she says, laughing. “I'd 
never get myself out of the trailer.” 

In the meantime, Aniston's offscreen private drama con- 
tinues to drag on, as an insatiably curious public gropes 
toward some as-yet-unseen climax: a wedding, a birth, an 
epic catfight, a cathartic group hug. But while the public 
may continue to howl for an untold number of curtain calls 
in that sudsy story line, Aniston says she’s ready to take her 
final bow as the gossip world’s anointed Queen of Pain, “It's 
my history,” she says quietly. “It’s my memory. That's all 
it is to me: something that happened, something that was 
really quite poignant and good in the long run.” 

Still, when the room is filled with so many elephants, it’s 
inevitable that she'll bump into one at some point. Through 


never once lets any one of several loaded proper nouns— 
Brad, Angelina, Vince Vaughn, John Mayer—pass through 
her lips. At one point, while recounting a story about an 
ex-boyfriend who gave her a disobedient dog for Valentine's 
Day (“Note to self: Don't give dogs as gifts unsolicited,” she 
says), she accidentally lets the name Tate—as in Donovan— 
slip out, then immediately catches herself: “I’m sorry—I 
mean, my ex-boyfriend.” After all this vigilance, when it is 
pointed out that Marley & Me is opening the same day as 
Pitt’s new movie, The Curious Case of Benjamin Button, Aniston 
winces, as if she’s been cornered. She lets out a long, theatrical 
groan. “Oh, you had to go there! I thought we were out of the 
woods.” She sighs. “I want [Button] to do great. I've seen 
about an hour of it. It’s amazing. Amazing.” 

She gets up from the couch and braces herself to head 
buck into the fray. She knows the photographers are wait- 
ing for her. She'll soon start huddling with her bodyguard to 
prepare an exit strategy. But first, a Zen koan. “Someone 
said to me, if a tabloid happened in the woods and no one 
was there to read it, did it happen?” she says. She lets that 


a long and otherwise unguarded conversation, Aniston | question hang in the air, unanswered and unanswerable. # 
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STRAIGHT 


OUT OF 
MUNBAI 


The terrorist attacks in India have given Best Picture hopeful 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE a tragic undertone. Now even 
the director is seeing the movie with new eyes. BY MISSY SCHWARTZ 





N NOV. 26, DANNY BOYLE had a few hours to 
spare. He was at a film festival in Wales, in between 
screenings of his rags-to-riches drama Slumdog 
Millionaire, so he decided to switch off his cell 
phone and go to the movies. It was an indulgence, sure. But 
how much could happen in a couple of hours? 

A lot, as it turned out. The moment Boyle turned his phone 
back on, it started buzzing with terrible news: Mumbai, the 
Indian city in which the British director filmed Slumdog last 
year, was under attack. Terrorists had infiltrated 10 locations, 
including the Victoria Terminus train station, where Boyle 
and his team had filmed numerous scenes. One of them was a 
jubilant dance number. Now the terminal bore the bloody 
scars of a massacre. “When I saw those pictures from the sta- 
tion, that was the toughest thing for me,” says Boyle. “It’s one 
of those great. symbols of the city, and it's heaving with people 
of all religions: Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Christian. Everyone's 
there. So for a guy to open fire with machine guns..." Boyle 
trails off, still speechless nearly a week later. 

As Mumbai attempts to heal from a three-day siege that 
claimed at least 172 lives and injured 293, Boyle now finds himself 
in a delicate position: promoting his exuberant, life-affirming 
indie amid unfathomable tragedy. Since winning the Audience 
Award in Toronto this fall, Slumdog has been on a fast track to 
becoming the year’s biggest breakout hit—the Juno or Little Miss 
Sunshine of 2008. (Perhaps not coincidentally, all three are 
lox Searchlight films.) It has grossed 
$3.9 million on just 49 screens in three 
weeks of limited release—despite being 
roughly one-quarter in Hindi and boast- 
ing an almost entirely Indian cast. Oscar 
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prognosticators, meanwhile, 
have predicted that the $18 mil- 
lion movie about a street ur- 
chin—or “slumdog”—who rises 
from destitution to compete on 
the Indian version of Who Wants 
to Be a Millionaire will land a 
Best Picture nomination. 

The good news is that Slum- 
dog is still likely to fulfill that 
destiny. The film’s box office 
has held steady, and Fox 
Searchlight has no plans to 
alter its marketing or awards 
campaign in the wake of the 
attacks. “I don't think this will 
adversely affect the Academy's 
consideration of the film in any 
way, shape, or form,” says an 
awards-season expert. 

Still, it seems inevitable that audiences will experience 
Slumdog with a greater level of solemnity in the weeks to come. 
When asked about this possibility, Boyle had yet to wrap his 
head around it. “It’s a difficult thing to speak about because in 
one sense, you want to keep the two things separate,” says the 
director (Trainspotting, 28 Days Later). “One is entertainment 
and one is a terrible event in real life. But it shouldn't stop 
anybody going to Mumbai, because it’s an incredibly open- 
hearted and welcoming place, It certainly welcomed us.” 

While that image of the city may be difficult to reconcile 
with recent news reports, it is the Mumbai that Boyle wanted 
to capture on film: the confounding, frenetic, Joyous, seedy 
metropolis that 20 million people call home. Boyle’s vision of 
life there is hardly fairy-tale innocent—many of the scenes 
depict unconscionable violence—but it is, ultimately, an opti- 
mistic one. And in that respect, Boyle hopes people see Slum- 
dog as he intended it: a love letter to Mumbai in happier 
times. That’s a comfort to Freida Pinto, the 24-year-old 
Indian newcomer who plays the sweetheart of British actor 
Dev Patel’s “slumdog.” The Mumbai native was too shaken by 
the attacks to speak with EW on the phone, but she did send 
this message via e-mail: “Danny Boyle's film...has portrayed 
my city in its truest light. It is the Mumbai that we all love and 
relate to. It still makes me ecstatic that ] danced the final 
number at the VT station, Mumbai's lifeline, with a thousand 
backup dancers from Mumbai.” Hopefully, others will find 
some consolation on screen as well. 
“Our film is a celebration of life,” says 
Boyle. “So if it contributes—even the 
tiniest little drop—to help rebuild 
spirits, that'll be wonderful.” m 
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LOVERS’ 
MOMENT: 
Slumdog costars 
get close at 

a Mumbai 
railway station 


Patel and Pinto 











Roger Moore photographed on 





Nov. 11, 2008, in New Work City 











PLAYS ON 


DANIEL CRAIG AND SEAN CONNERY GET ALL THE 
RESPECT, BUT ROGER MOORE'S WINKING 
HUMOR CHARMED A TONGUE-IN-CHEEK GENERATION. 
AND HE’S PERFECTLY FINE WITH THAT. 


BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 
PHOTOGRAPH BY PLATON 
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AN I GET YOU A DRINK, Mr. Moore?” 

The waiter stands there, secretly hoping that 
he'll say those five words known from the beaches 
of Rio to the bazaars of Cairo to the ski slopes of 
Gstaad: Vodka martini—shaken, not stirred. 

“T’ll have a...Bloody Mary.” 

Roger Moore is sitting in the posh dining room of New York 
City’s St. Regis hotel. He is wearing a crisp white shirt (French 
cuffs, naturally), a blue-and-red-striped tie (Savile Row, of 
course), and a blue blazer with a tiny florette pinned to the lapel 
signifying that the erstwhile international man of mystery is 
a Commander of the French Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. 
Seated next to him is his fourth wife, Kristina, a lovely blonde 
with a vaguely Huropean accent. 

Every eye in the room Is on him. Middle-aged men and their 
wives crane their necks just to hear his voice. This is what it is 
to be in the elite fraternity of actors who have played James 
Bond. When Moore's drink arrives, he swishes it around in his 
mouth like a fine bordeaux and announces “This is the best 
goddamned Bloody Mary I've ever had!” 

Adjectives almost fail to do justice to Moore's speaking voice, 
It’s a purr coated in honey and caramel and molasses. He is 8&1 
and has a leathery tan. If you squint just a little, he doesn’t look 
all that different from when we last saw him—in a steamy 
shower, canoodling with Tanya Roberts in the closing scene of 
1985's A View toa Kill (“Oh, James!”)—the last of his seven deb- 
onair, sardonic turns as OO7. 

I was 8 years old when I saw my first James Bond film. It was 
the summer of 1977. I consider myself blessed by the timing. The 
Spy Who Loved Me was not only the best Bond movie Moore 
ever made (an opinion he shares, by the way), it was also— 
thanks to the luscious Barbara Bach and the steel-toothed 
giant Jaws—one of the best films in the series. 

Moore was the first Bond I knew. Like anyone who grew up in 
the ’7Os, I'd later catch up with the older Connery films on TV. 
But they didn’t compare, They just seemed like smudgy Xeroxes 
of the Bond I'd first seen in the theater. And where was the fun? 
Sure, Connery was more dangerous, rougher around the edges, 
deadlier with a Walther PPK. But Moore was lethal from 10 
paces, armed with nothing more than a cocked eyebrow and 
a saucy bon mot. And if there was some sort of sexual double 
entendre in that bon mot, well, all the better for an 8-year-old. 

Moore had the good luck to play Bond during the last gasp of 
the Cold War. Often the plots were needlessly byzantine and 
downright absurd (the outer-space love story involving Jaws in 
Moonraker comes to mind). But most of Moore’s Bond flicks 
were catnip to boys who hadn't discovered girls yet. In Live and 
Let Die, he got entangled in Caribbean voodoo. In The Man With 
the Golden Gun, the villain had a superfluous nipple. And in For 
Your Eyes Only, he was chased down the Italian Alps by Aryans 
on motorcycles—Aryans on motorcycles! Cheese, yes. But 
served up with just the right amount of ham, thanks to Moore. 

Moore played 007 more times than any other actor. By rights 
of possession, he owns the part. Connery appeared in only six, 
if you exclude the unofficial and embarrassing 1983 comeback 
Never Say Never Again (I doubt even Connery wants to include 
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ARMED AND AMOROUS: 
Moore with Golden Gun costars 
Maud Adams and Britt Ekland 


that one). And as any apprentice-level O07 aficionado knows, 
there were also the blink-and-miss George Lazenby (one film), 
the placeholding charisma vacuum Timothy Dalton (two), and 
the so-suave-he-was-almost-bland Pierce Brosnan (four). Now, 
of course, we have Daniel Craig, who's updated Bond into a sort 
of sadistic, knuckle-scraping Jason Bourne in a tux. He's seri- 
ous, flawed, and, if you ask me, kind of a drag. 

The knock on Moore has always been that he played the char- 
acter too lightly. He was too arch. Too jokey. But that seems a bit 
rigid, Moore's Bond films grossed $1.2 billion worldwide. He took 
over a hugely popular franchise after its leading man walked 
and kept it humming for 12 more years. As far as I’m concerned, 
Moore is, was, and will always be Bond. It’s not a critical argu- 
ment, just one from the heart. 

When I explain this to Moore—that the Bond you love first is 
the Bond you'll always love most, he seems genuinely touched. I 
think he even calls me “dear boy” before turning to Kristina and 
saying, “Darling, get Sean on the phone. He needs to hear this.” 

After ordering a couple of insanely expensive hamburgers, 
Moore and I dig into his double-0 legacy. Moore is aware of his 
lightweight, also-ran reputation within the Bond universe. And 
he’s actually damn proud of it. “To be associated with success is 
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absolutely wonderful,” he says. “If my first one, Live and Let 
Die, had not been a hit, people might have said, ‘Oh, he was the 
poor fellow who only made one,’ which is unfortunately what 
they say about George.” 

Moore has just published a new memoir called My Word Is My 
Bond, The timing is no accident. He's smart enough to know 
that piggybacking its release on that of the 22nd Bond film, 
Quantum of Solace, is good business. 

Both in the pages of his book and in person, Moore, the only 
child of a policeman and a homemaker, is a cheeky raconteur. 
Naughty anecdotes from the exotic, far-flung sets of his Bond 
films pour out of him, like the time when his View toa Kill costar 
Grace Jones smuggled a very lifelike sex toy into bed during 
their onscreen love scene, or the fact that his diminutive Man 
With the Golden Gun castmate Hervé Villechaize had a sweet 
tooth for strippers from Hong Kong. 

Moore also tells a story that should get the legions of Con- 
nery purists shaken and stirred too. Namely, that he was 
considered for the role of 007 in 1962’s Dr. No before Connery 
was tapped, “That's what they told me, at least,” he says. “They 
also said [ was Ian Fleming’s first choice. But Ian Fleming didn’t 
know me from s---. He wanted Cary Grant or David Niven.” 

By the early ‘70s, Connery had grown weary of Bond and had 
become increasingly testy about the financial details of his con- 
tract. So Bond producer Cubby Broccoli came back to sniff 
around Moore, who had just wrapped the British TV series The 
Persuaders! \n 1973, he offered the actor a three-picture deal. 
Moore knew it wouldn't be easy to make fans forget about Con- 
nery, so he wanted to put his own stamp on the character. “I 
tried to find out what Bond was all about,” he says, “but you can't 
tell much from the books. There's the line that says ‘He didn’t 
take pleasure in killing, but took pride in doing it well.’ So that's 
what [ did. But the other side of me was saying, This is a famous 
spy—everyone knows his name, and every bartender in the 
world knows he likes martinis shaken, not stirred. Come on, it’s 
all a big joke! So most of the time | played it tongue-in-cheek.” 


| 


OORE IS THE FIRST TO ADMIT he's no Olivier. 
Well, second, after the critics who crucified him 
as 007. In the past he's been quoted as saying, “My 
, & acting range has always been something between 
the two extremes of ‘raises left eyebrow’ and ‘raises right eye- 
brow.” When asked about this bit of self-deprecation, he adds, 
“I can also wiggle my ears.” 

As our hamburgers arrive, Moore delicately reaches for a 
knife and fork—yes, he actually eats a burger with a knife and 
fork—and says, “Listen, if | say I’m s--- as an actor, then the 
critic can’t, because I’ve already said it! For years my agents 
would tell me, ‘You've got to stop saying these things about 
yourself. People will believe you.’ So? They may also be pleas- 
antly surprised!” Actually, Moore says that he did bring one bit 
of Method acting to the role of Bond. In each of the films, when- 
ever he went face-to-face with a villain in a scene, he would 
imagine that the bad guy had halitosis. “If you watch those 
scenes, you'll see [ look mildly repulsed.” 

In Moore's sixth Bond film, 1983's Octopussy, the secret agent 
squared off against a rival that even Ian Fleming couldn’t have 
dreamed up: Sean Connery. After leaving the franchise 12 years 
earlier, Connery had returned in the unsanctioned 007 movie 
Never Say Never Again, which opened four months after Octo- 
pussy. The high-noon box office showdown seemed like it would 
reveal, once and for all, America’s favorite Bond. Octopussy won. 
When I ask Moore if he felt any competitiveness with Connery 
at the time, he smiles. “No more than two jockeys who are going 
to be paid anyway for running the race. But it would be nice if 
you won because you'd get the extra bonus. But really, no more 
than that. Sean and I are friends.” 

As he finishes this sentence, a stranger comes over to our 
table. [t's Placido Domingo. Moore gets up, and the two go off to 
the side of the room to catch up. | ask Kristina how these two 
know each other, and she tells me that they often play tennis 
together while on vacation in Acapulco. Of course they do. Then 
l ask her where she and Moore live. She replies, “We spend the 








MOORE...AND SOMETIMES LESS 


Alook at the most—and least—memorable bad guys, babes, and Bonds in Roger Moore’s O07 oeuvre. —cn 





Christopher Lee's We love us some 
Scaramanyga (in Yaphet Kotto, but nice, she bedded Bond 
Golden Gun) had it all: Live and Let Die’s Dr. twice. First in Golden 


an island lair, a 
pint-size henchman, 
wnd a third nipple! 


Kananga/Mr. Big is 
merely a diplomat who 
deals heroin. Yawn, 





Maud Adams was so 


Gun, then as the titu- 
lar—and age-appro- 
printe—Octopussy. 





\ > 
BEST FILM 


Carole Bouquet's a The Spy Who Loved Moonraker, Aka. 
looker, but her Me, handsdown. KGB Sond in Space. Cheesy 
comatose acting in For temptress Barbara sci-fi F/X, lame 
Your Eyes Only is one- Bach, Jaws’ first slapstick, and Jaws 


showing his warm, 
gooey center, Abort. 


upped by a talking 
parrot. No joke. 


appearance, and OO7's 
preatest ski stunt. 
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summers in Monaco and the winters 
in Switzerland.” What did you expect? 

When Moore returns to the table, 
he launches into his reasons for leav- 
ing the franchise. He twists open a 
mini-bottle of ketchup, pours some 
on his burger, and then licks the rim 
of the bottle to cateh a stray dollop. 


IN HOT WATER: 007's 
amphibious Lotus in 
The Spy Who Loved Me 
(left); Moore and 
Richard Kiel’s Jaws 


\ 


y' 
ore would 
lat eguy had 
halite sis.‘ | if you watch 


i 


those scenes, you'll see 


aot 





in which they're made, what does he 
think the Roger Moore Bonds were 
trying to say about the late "70s and 
early ’80s? He thinks about it for a 
minute, then seems to grow frustrat- 
ed. “People are always reading things 
into the films,” he says. “But we set 
out to make entertainment. There's no 


“Tt had been on my mind for a long Ilo 0 4 mil 
time,” he says, “I became very con- 
scious that I was getting long in the 
tooth to play the great lover. Not that I ever needed Viagra,” he 
says, shooting a rascal’s grin at his wife. “I was 57 in the last one. 
You can see | was getting a little scraggy around the neck.” 

Afterward, Moore made a few appearances in forgettable 
films, passed on a TV series with Burt Reynolds, and began 
working as an ambassador for UNICEF, which he continues to 
do today. But mostly he just wandered away trom acting, happy 
to live the good life, ski, and play tennis. “I was not born with 
tremendous ambition,” he admits. “And thank God, because my 
contemporaries who had ambition are all dead. It ean kill you.” 

Ambition or not, Moore has always worked hard not to criti- 
cize, or even comment on, the Bonds who came after him. He's 
too diplomatic for that, too classy. So when | ask him his opinion 
of the newer-model 007s, I’m not surprised that he waves the 
question off with his hand. But I ask again. “Okay, I've seen 
Daniel's Casino Royale, and I thought it was bloody good! | saw 
bits of the Timothy Dalton ones, and | saw one of Pierce's and I 
thought that was a bit phantasmagoric—invisible cars! They went 
too far.” However, he says, “in 47 years they haven’t made many 
mistakes with the Bond franchise, They’re clever enough to sense 
a trend. And the trend right now is for hard, gritty Bond.” 

If that’s the case, and the Bond movies reflect the times 
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dil 


hidden agenda. They're just ‘Wham- 
bam-thank-you-ma’am, here comes a 
pretty girl, there goes a car chase, 
let’s shoot a helicopter down. That’s as deep as they got.” 

Just then, a man in his 40s approaches. He hovers behind 
Moore, waiting for the right moment to say something. Finally, 
Moore turns around and shoots him a “Can I help you?” stare. 
The man stammers and clears his throat. “I’m sorry to bother 
you, but I’m a huge fan and I just wanted to hear your voice. 
Could you say something—anything?” Moore takes his napkin 


repulsed.” 


from his lap and slowly folds it. “Thank you, that’s very nice of 


you.” That's it. The man walks away, giggling, a childlike smile 
on his face. ask Moore if he ever gets tired of this. Tired of the 
fact that wherever he goes, he'll always be hounded by people 
who want a piece of James Bond. 

He almost chokes on his Bloody Mary. 

“Are you kidding? I’m damn lucky!” 

Then comes the old Moore quip. “...I’ve been lucky, said 
the man as he stepped into the street.” He crashes his hands 
together, mimicking the impact of an oncoming bus. 

His wife and I politely laugh. 

But our reaction isn’t hearty enough. Moore wants more. So 
he calls upon the deadliest weapon in his arsenal and cocks his 
left eyebrow. 

Talk about a license to kill. a 


NOWD3ITOS LLSHIAT/SISILNY OSLING  aId ONY FHOOW “LS5S3d01L0Hd/SLSILYY GILINA SALOT 


Many years ago, | was fishing, 
and as | was reeling in the poor fish, 
| realized, “! am killing him—all for 
the passing pleasure it brings me.” 
And something inside me clicked. 
| realized, as | watched him fight 
for breath, that his life was as 
important to him as mine is to me. 
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Sure, they call it the boob tube, 

but it takes some pretty big brains to make it in 

the TV biz. And they come via all 
corners of the industry—from execs to whiz kids 

to foulmouthed comedians. We 

polled Hollywood insiders to find out which 25 TV titans 
are behind the sharpest shows and 
deals around. First up, a guy who proves that 
when it comes to television, 
nothing is smarter than a talking dog. 
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Seth 
MacFarlane 
AGE 35 

TITLE Exec producer, 

Family Guy and 

American Dad; voice actor 


SMART BECAUSE That. 
frat-boy persona is only a 
cover. MacFarlane earns 
the $100 million that Fox 
is paying him to keep 
Family Guy and American 
Dad on Sundays through 
2012, especially when 

you consider that Family 
Guy DVDs and merchan- 
dise have pulled in a 
reported $1 billion for 20th 
Century Fox. The apple- 
faced prankster secured 

a full-season order for a 
Guy spin-off called The 
Cleveland Show, and he 
still manages to find time 
to shoot his Cavalcade of 
Cartoon Comedy Web 
shorts (and animated ads) 
for a separate deal with 
Google. With Guy reruns 
airing approximately 

20 hours a week on various 
networks, it’s no wonder 
MacFarlane is now the 
highest-paid writer in T'V. 
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from left) Fey's 30 Rock; 
Tyler Perry's House of 
Payne; Disney's Camp Rock 


| 2.Tina Fey 
| AGE 38 
TITLE Exec producer, 


30 Rock; actress 





SMART BECAUSE Not only did she capti- 
vate the nation with her uncanny, bril- 
liant take on Sarah Palin, but Fey also 
capitalized on that attention and 
focused the spotlight on her beloved 
but low-rated sitcom. She ended her 
Emmy acceptance speech by coolly and 
coyly plugging all the ways viewers can 
watch 30 Rock (Hulu.com, iTunes, Unit- 
ed Airlines, “occasionally on actual tele- 
vision”), and then made sure the show 
delivered on the post-Palin viewer surge 
with episodes smartly studded with 


a 











mass-appeal stars (Oprah and Jennifer 
Aniston). The result: Rock’s premiere | 
scored its highest numbers ever. 


AGE 56 
TITLE President, CBS | 
, Paramount Network 
Entertainment Group 

SMART BECAUSE It’s been a brutal year for 
broadcast TV (see: double-digit viewer- 
ship declines at NBC, Fox, and The CW), 
but Tellem is the one network honcho 
getting raves. Her big call: restoring 
CBS’ entire prime-time lineup quickly 
after the 100-day writers’ strike (ABC 
and NBC, meanwhile, postponed the re- 


3. Nancy Tellem | 


The Dumbest Moves of 2008 


So much stupidity to choose from, but we narrowed it down to the top (bottom?) three 


1. Having the five reality- 
host nominees emcee the 
60th Annual Emmy 
Awards. So let’s see if we 
have this right: The plan 
was for the quintet (Tom 
Bergeron, Howie Mandel, 
Heidi Klum, Ryan Seacrest, 
and Jeff Probst) to waltz 
on stage without a script 
and simply scrape for 
laughs by..joking about 
how they had no plan 
whatsoever? Thud. Thud, 
Thud, Thud. Thud, 
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2. Not bringing series back 3. Knight Rider, Hey, we 
after the writers’ strike. love that old 80s show. 
The audience's response: Out However, NBC's beef-witted, 


of sight, out of mind. The 
once-formidable Heroes con- 
tinued its ratings slide after a 


critically drubbed new itera- 
tion failed to capture the fun 
of the original before it skid- 


nine-month hiatus, while ded off the air last month. 
other shows that were still Undeterred, the network will 
trying to find their footing soon launch a revamped ver- 


ultimately found themselves 
with fewer viewers (Chuck, 
Private Practice)—and, in 
some cases, off the schedule 
completely (Dirty Sexy 
Money, Pushing Daisies). 


sion of its revamped version 
of the two-hour TV-movie 
reboot of the franchise. 
KITT, we need you..to drive 
off a cliff. And stay there. 
—Dan Snierson 


turn of many shows until the fall). Her 
strategy paid off: CBS is easily No, | in 
viewers, and The Mentalist is the only 
bona fide new hit of the fall season. 






) 4.Tyler Perry 
™ | AGE 39 

TITLE CEO, Tyler Perry 
Studios; writer, actor 


SMART BECAUSE The Atlanta-based 
mogul has proved that one need not 
exist within the borders of Hollywood to 
become an industry heavyweight. 
Through his Tyler Perry Studios, he ere- 
ated and produced Tyler Perry’s House of 
Payne—and persuaded TBS to buy 90 
additional episodes in 2006 after a 10- 
show run earned major ratings. Then in 
August, he struck a deal with the cable 
net to produce a new sitcom, Meet the 
Browns, based on his hit play and movie. 
The biggest sign of his growing success? 
This fall, Perry ditched his 70,000- 
square-foot studio for a twice-the-size 
production complex in Atlanta, which 
includes five soundstages and a backlot. 


\ | 5. Gary Marsh 
| AGE 54 


» | TITLE President, 


| _ Entertainment, Disney 


Channels Worldwide 
SMART BECAUSE After developing the 
multibillion-dollar High School Musical 









‘* EW.COM What dumb TV moves did we foolishly forget? Submit your picks at popwatch.ew.com. 
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OPRAH WINFREY 


AGE 54 TITLE Chairman, OWN; host, producer 








| SMART BECAUSE Do you really have to ask? Her talk show 
| still rules daytime, her first foray into reality (Oprah's Big Give) 


averaged 11.6 million viewers, and she'll launch her own network— _—_| 
appropriately named OWN—in 2009. Her production company, 


| Harpo, responsible for daytime hits Dr. Phil and Rachael Ray, | 
will debut a new series next fall with Oprah staple Dr. Mehmet Oz. 
| All this and she was funny on 30 Rock (“Sweater capes!”). | 


franchise, Marsh parlayed the erowing | 
hysteria around the Jonas Brothers 
(tourmates of Hannah Montana star 
Miley Cyrus) into a blockbuster TV 
musical (Camp Rock) and a sitcom for 
2009 (JONAS). And with Wizards a 
Waverly Place (Selena Gomez), The 
Suite Life on Deck (Dylan and Cole 
Sprouse), and the upcoming Sonny 
With a Chance (Demi Lovato), he’s 
already growing the next generation 
of tween talent. 


illustrations by QUICKHONEY 


| 7. Lorne Michaels 
=) | AGE 64 


TITLE Exec producer, 


Saturday Night Live and 
k — 30 Rock 


SMART BECAUSE His saseeesld late- 
night institution hit 14-year ratings highs 
this season by playing to its strengths: 
satirizing the political landscape. 
Michaels also kept NBC's once-mighty 
Thursday comedy block afloat with 





three half-hour SNL election specials— 
which then helped 30 Rock rise in the rat- 
ings. And isn't the fact that Michaels 
unleashed Tina Fey (No. 2) on the world 
enough to qualify him as smart? 


| 8.Robert Greenblatt 
AGE 47 
TITLE President of 


| Entertainment, 
we Showtime Networks 


SMART BECAUSE Showtime is the new 
HBO, thanks to Greenblatt’s crackling 
lineup of daring programs (Dexter, 
Weeds, The Tudors). Both viewers and 
critics are liking what they see: Show- 
time’s subscriber base posted a gain of 
nearly 10 percent this year, from 14.8 mil- 
lion to 16.1 million, while HBO’s grew by 
only 0.5 percent to 29.1 million. Next up: 
new series starring Toni Collette (United 
States of Tara, exec-produced by Steven 
Spielberg) and Sopranos alum Edie Falco 
(Nurse Jackie). 








| he 


| 9.Peter Roth 

AGE 57 

TITLE President, 

Warner Bros, Television 
SMART BECAUSE He’s expanded the com- 
pany’s reach into reality (look for True 
Beauty on ABC—produced by Tyra 
Banks, who signed a development deal 
with the studio last year) and cost- 
effective cable programming (the up- 
coming Eric McCormack drama Trust 
Me on TNT). Meanwhile, the stuciio has 
weathered the rough TV season well, 
bolstering its rep as the place for big- 
tent shows (The Mentalist) and cult faves 
(Fringe, Gossip Girl). 


i) 10. Jason Kilar 

| AGE 37 

| TITLE CEO, Hulu 

74 

Dn GY/™~ SMART BECAUSE It went 
public only last March, but the online 
video service—home to thousands of TV 
shows, films, and sporting events—from 
NBC Universal and News Corp. already 
ranks No. 7 among all streaming sites in 
the U.S. With its ease of use, sleek design, 
and large player window, Kilar’s Hulu is 
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11. Matthew Weiner 
How the 43-year-old exec producer 
of AMC's Emmy-winning Mad Men 
got smart In five easy steps 


L. He realized he wasn’t smart—yet. "| 
started looking at people whose careers 
| wanted—David Chase, Woody Allen— 
and saw that | was not on that path.” 


2. He said no. “I turned down a contract 
at [Ted Danson's sitcom] Becker even 
though | had no other job. It proved that 
| was uncompromising. Or crazy.” 


3. He made stuff. “| wrote the Mad 
Men script to show what | could do.” 


4, He never gave up. “It takes hundreds 
of no's to get a yes. How many networks 
are there? That's how many no’s | got.” 


5. He played nice with everyone, “My 
Mad Men script was given to AMC by 
my manager's former assistant. Taking 
your aggression out on anyone will al- 
ways come back to bite you. Sometimes 
in the parking lot after the meeting.” 
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The Ben Silverman Dilemma 


Is NBC's controversial entertainment exec the right man in the wrong job? 


No TV executive has been have been catnip for bloggers. 
more heavily scrutinized this But a funny thing happened 
year than Ben Silverman, the while Silverman was revving 
charismatic co-chairman of up KITT—NEC started to make 
NBC Entertainment. Though money, something of no small 
his reputation as a hitmaker consequence when your 

was solid whenhejoined NBC company is owned by GE 

in May 2007 (his Reveille pro- = The product-placement-loving 


duction company was respon- = exec inserted Ford cars into 
sible for The Office, Ugly Betty, | Knight and GM wheels into 
and The Biggest Loser), the My Own Worst Enemy. He 
38-year-old formeragenthad also shrevdly limited NBCs 
noexperience programminga _ financial risk on new shows 
network. And it’s shown, His like Crusoe by signing interna- 
Strategy has centered on tional co-production deals. 
mindless fare like reboots of So why isn't he on EW's 
American Gladiators and smart list? Because most 
Knight Rider, ratings are down, — industry sources think he's 
and his off-air eccentricities miscast—that he's a brilliant 
and reputation as apartyboy producer who has no business 


running a network. NBCis 
floundering in fourth place, and 
Enemy has already been can- 
celed (Kath & Kimand Knight 
are struggling, but both re- 
ceived full-season pickups). 
Still it seems Silverman's 

spot at NBCis safe for now. 
Rumors swirled last month 
that BBC Worldwide America’s 
Paul Telegdy was inline to 
replace him, but a source famil- 
iar with the talks says Teleqdy 
is only being considered for a 
reality position. Silverman's 
two-year deal expires next 
summer, and an NBC insider 
says the network is currently 
in negotiations to keep him 
on board. —Lynette Rice 





suddenly forcing streaming giant You- 
Tube to play defense—one study even 
predicts that Hulu will pass YouTube in 
domestic ad revenue next year. 


12. Steve Koonin 
AGE 50 

TITLE President, Turner 
Entertainment Networks 





SMART BECAUSE Having transformed 
TNT into an original-programming 
ratings magnet with shows like The 
Closer and Saving Grace, Koonin built 
on that success this year. The Steven 
Bochco-produced legal drama Rais- 
ing the Bar had the highest-rated 
basic-cable debut ever, and over at 
the rebranded TBS, Koonin proved 
that broad family sitcoms—like Tyler 
Perry's House of Payne and The Bill 
Engvall Show, as unhip as they may 
be—can attract large audiences, 


13. Josh Schwartz 
AGE 32 

TITLE Exec producer, Chuck 
and Gossip Girl 


SMART BECAUSE As evidenced by Gossip 
Girl (and The O.C. before that), Schwartz 





is the go-to guy when it comes to creating 
buzzy teen dramas. His first foray into 
more adult territory, Chuck, is struggling 
but got a full second-season order from 
NBC, and his online series, Rockville, CA, 
will debut on TheWB.com in March 
2009. Schwartz is also following fellow 
TV wunderkind J.J. Abrams into the film 
world: 20th Century Fox recently com- 
missioned him to write the script for its 
upcoming tentpole X-Men: First Class. 


14, Rachel Maddow 
AGE 35 

TITLE Host, The Rachel 
Maddow Show 


SMART BECAUSE The Air America radio 
vet guest-hosted for Keith Olbermann 
in April; by September she had her 
own show, bringing an intellectually 
progressive bent to the cable-news 
talking-head cacophony, as encapsu- 
lated by her tagline, “Mind over chat- 
ter.” Bonus smart points to MSNBC 
president Phil Griffin for using talent 
like Maddow and Olbermann to help 
define the network’s point of view; 
Maddow rewarded his faith by dou- 
bling the audience for MSNBC's 
9 p.m. time slot, 
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15. Marc Cherry; Carlton Cuse 
and Damon Lindelof 

AGES 45; 49; 35 

TITLES Exec producer, Desperate 
Housewives; exec DOGUEeNS, Lost 


SMART BECAUSE They manage TV hi 
noms better than anyone, a coveted 
skill in an era of audience erosion and 
fickle fandom. Cherry kept the creative 
bacon sizzling on Wisteria Lane witha 
five-year leap in time that gave audi- 
ences a new reason to tune in to the 
fifth season. Meanwhile, Team Darl- 
ton—who chose to end Lost in 2010— 
restored the show's cool with a season 
that earned the series its first best- 
drama Emmy nom since season 1. 


| 17.Salma Hayek 
| AGE 42 

_ TITLE Producer, 
actress 









SMART BECAUSE Though she continues 
to book acting gigs (she'll play Jack’s 
lover in a multi-episode are on 30 Rock 
this season), Hayek is also a successful 
hyphenate. The exee producer of Ugly 
Betty has multiple scripts in the works 
at ABC Studios—including a work- 
place sitcom from Murphy Brown's 








16 





SIMON COWELL & 
RYAN SEACREST 


AGES 49; 33 TITLES American Idol judge; host 


SMART BECAUSE Both have expanded their brands well beyond /dol. 
Seacrest’s quest for total media domination continues via his 
production company (E!'s Keeping Up With the Kardashians, NBC's 
Momma's Boys) and a hosting/producing deal with E! that runs 
through 2012. Season 3 of the Cowell-produced summer hit 
America’s Got Talent averaged 12.7 million viewers, and his X Factor 
protégée Leona Lewis saw her album debut at No.1 in the U.S. 


Alana Sanko—and is currently ped- 
dling a wedding-themed reality show 
with Merv Griffin Entertainment. 


| 18. J.J. Abrams 
| AGE 42 
| TITLE Exec producer, 


prea 





SMART BECAUSE Every network wants to 
be in the J.J. business—even after the 
so-so start for Fox’s Fringe, which has 
been finding its voice and growing 
due to his hands-on nurturing. (Getting 
paired with American Idol in 2009 should 
lead to an even bigger audience boost.) 
Movies beckon (Star Trek = drool), but 








the lucrative deal he signed with War- 
ner Bros. in 2006 will keep Abrams 
committed to the small screen at least 
through 2012, 


| 19.Glenn 


=\,| Close 
Y AGE 61 
"| TITLE Actress 


SMART BECAUSE This movie vet knows 
that a savvy actor goes where the good 
roles are, regardless of the medium. 
After testing the waters several years 
ago with The Shield, she jumped in with 
both feet on another FX drama, Dam- 
ages. The result? One potent perfor- 
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mance as cunning bulldog lawyer Patty 
Hewes, plus one shiny Emmy. Along 
with Kyra Sedgwick (The Closer) and 
Holly Hunter (Saving Grace), Close 
has been helping rewrite the rules for 
“mature” actresses in Hollywood. 


20. Chuck Lorre 
AGE 56 

TITLE Exec producer, 
Two and a Half Men and 





SMART BECAUSE The guy EW dubbed 
the angriest man in TV also knows 
exactly what the people want in a sit- 
com: classic punchline-driven laughs, 
with just a little bit of edge. Bang, now 
in season 2, is one of the few returning 
shows that’s actually gaining viewers, 
and the five-year-old Two and a Half 
Men remains the most-watched com- 
edy on television, 


21. Christina Wayne 
AGE 40 
TITLE Senior VP of original 





PTR PE de ee 


SMART BECAUSE Wayne remade the 
cable network from a repository of 
random movies into a purveyor of 
some of television's finest dramas, 
courtesy of the Emmy-winning Mad 
Men and the critically adored Breaking 
Bad. Next in line to get the AMC treat- 
ment: a wrongfully convicted criminal 
in Rectify, an outer-space colonization 
team in Red Mars, and a miniseries 
adaptation of the classic 1960s show 
The Prisoner, starring lan McKellen 
and Jim Caviezel. 


22.Lauren Zalaznick 
AGE 45 

TITLE President, NBC Uni- 
versal Women and Lifestyle 
Entertainment Networks 





SMART BECAUSE A savvy tastemaker, 
Zalaznick courts affluent, educated 
viewers (the exact kind advertisers love) 
with Bravo's reality gold mines Project 
Runway, Top Chef, the Real Housewives 
franchise, and Kathy Griffin: My Life on 
the D-List, which has turned into a sur- 
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JON STEWART 


AGE 46 TITLE Host and exec producer, The 
Daily Show, exec producer, The Colbert Report | 
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SMART BECAUSE Who else is able to transform today’s headlines | 
into laughs for brows high and low? The Daily Show served 

as the riotous rest stop on the highway of blathering election- 
year punditry, leading to a10 percent spike in total viewers | 
(2 million per episode) versus 2007. And not for nothing, the 

guy does know how to host an awards show. 


prise Emmy-winning machine. An im- 
pressive understanding of successful 
product integration across platforms— 
Top Chef and Project Runway never met 
a sponsor they didn’t try to hammer you 
over the head with—won her control of 
Oxygen and iVillage.com. Plus, thanks to 
NBC Universal's deal with Magical 
Elves, the Runway producers are staying 
in Zalaznick’s family, even if Bravo's sig- 
nature show bolts to Lifetime. 





23. Tyra Banks 
AGE 35 


| SMART BECAUSE She's still 
inthe running towards becoming Amer- 
ica’s next top TV mogul. Her talk show 
(moving from syndication to The CW 
next fall) has the youngest median age in 
daytime, and America’s Next Top Model, 
which just completed its llth cyele, 
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remains The CW’s highest-rated series. 
(Spin-off Operation Fabulous launches 
next year.) Now the Emmy winner is de- 
veloping other reality projects that fit 
the Banks “brand,” like ABC’s upcoming 
True Beauty, and she recently branched 
into film with the direct-to-DVD tween 
drama The Clique. 


| 25. Jimmy 

Kimmel and 

Sarah Silverman 
AGES 41; 38 

TITLES Host, Jimmy 

= Kimmel! Live! 

comedian, actress 

SMART BECAUSE He’s the 
rising late-night talk-show 
| host who’s truly taking 
Aivapipae of the Internet with clever, 
celeb-packed bits—kick-started by 
then girlfriend Silverman, who sur- 
prised Kimmel on his show with the 
hilarious Emmy-winning video “I’m 
I'---ing Matt Damon.” As his buzz and 
ratings build, Kimmel’s hard work will 
pay off if ABC signs soon-to-be free 
agent Jay Leno: He'll get either a bump 
in viewers by following Jay at 12:80 or 
a bump in salary by moving to a rival 
network like Fox. 








25.5. The Women of 

The View 

AGES We were too scared to ask them 
TITLES Hosts, peicee 


SMART BECAUSE Elisabeth Hasselbeck, 
Whoopi Goldberg, Joy Behar, Sherri 
Shepherd, and Barbara Walters put the 
shrew in shrewd this election year, juic- 
ing their ratings by pumping up their 
political banter. During election week, 
The View secured the No. 1 spot in total 
daytime viewers for the first time in 12 
seasons, and the hosts also scored some 
of the campaign’s most memorable 
moments, from Behar’s interrogation of 
McCain to Hasselbeck’s shockingly gra- 
cious postelection concession. 





LL THE RIGHT MOVES: J 
ckwise from above) Lorre’s ~ 
Big Bang Theory; AMC's. . 
pen nmy-winning Mad Men; "I'm 
__F---ing Matt Damorp" on Kimme 





What About These Guys? 


As it turns out, there are more than 25 intelligent people working in television 
today. Here’s a sampling of a few who, for a variety of reasons, didn't 
make the list in 2008—though doing business with them is still a smart move. 


1. Steve McPherson 
PRESIDENT, ABC ENTERTAINMENT 
Committed to both quality and hits—how 
quaint! Eli Stone, Dirty Sexy Money, and 
Pushing Daisies went toes up, but his 
midseason offerings, including a Bobby 
Cannavale reboot of Cupid, have buzz. 


2. Jerry Bruckheimer 
SUPERPRODUCER 

The CS/impresario remains a savvy titan. 
Though new offering Eleventh Hour is 


losing too much of its CS/ lead-in audience, 


CBS just ordered five more episodes, 


3. John Landgraf 

PRESIDENT, FX 

Upheld his network's rep as the darling of 
basic cable with Damages, which earned 
Emmy love. That’s a comfort when The 
Shield has signed off and Rescue Me and 
Nip/Tuck aren't back until next year. 





4, Greg Berlanti 

ASPIRING SUPERPRODUCER 

His Brothers and Sisters found its legs, but 
Dirty Sexy Money and Eli Stone lost theirs. 
Still, ABC Studios has plenty of confidence 
in Berlanti: They re-signed him to a multi- 
million-dollar development deal in July, 


5, Peter Liguori 

CHAIRMAN, FOX BROADCASTING CO. 
Do Not Disturb did not compute and The 
Sarah Connor Chronicles is struggling, but 
he landed JJ. Abrams’ Fringe, one of the 
season's few promising new shows. 


6. Mark Burnett 

REALITY MOGUL 

The Survivor guru continues to line up new 
series (MTV's Rock Band Battle), and he 
even makes money off failures: Did you 
know Versus is airing new episodes of his 
boxing show, The Contender? Seriously! 


WRITTEN AND REPORTED BY: Jennifer Armstrong, Jeff Jensen, Ari Karpel, 
Whitney Pastorek, Lynette Rice, Dan Snierson, Tim Stack 
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Frost/Nixon 


STARRING /Vichael Sheen, 
Frank Langella 
DIRECTED BY Hon Howard 
R, 122 MINS. 


Doubt 


STARRING Meryl Streep, 

Philip Seymour Hoffman 
DIRECTED BY John Patrick Shanley 
PG-13, 104 MINS. 
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ROST/NIXON IS A fact-based drama, 
starring Michael Sheen and Frank 
Langella, about a mid-1970s confrontation 
between a wily British TV host and a 
discraced American president. Doubt is a 
fictional drama, starring Mery] Streep 
and Philip Seymour Hoffman, about a mid- 


1960s confrontation between an imperi- 

ous Bronx nun in charge of a parochial school and a liberal 
priest she is convinced has behaved improperly with a student. 
The two might seem to have nothing in common, save that 
both previously enjoyed award-laden Broadway runs, and 
both are currently receiving Prestige Movie treatment. | 

But the pair, taken together, constitute a rewarding study _| 
in the opportunities and pitfalls of adaptation. Frost/Nixon, 
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directed with practiced fluidity by Ron Howard, 
surges with an energy and visual verve that 
improve the play and enhance the themes of 
dramatist Peter Morgan's script—about the 
codependency of media and politics, and 
about the vanities of ambitious men shaping 
public images. Dowbt, fussily overdirected by 
its author, John Patrick Shanley, dulls the 
play's own sharp inquiries into the dangerous 
power of those who profess certainty with 
God on their side, 

Frost/Nixon trusts Sheen and Lan- 
gella to re-create the roles they first 
originated to such acclaim in London 
in 2006, then moved to Broadway in 
2007. Certainly the two stars know 
their characters Inside and out: 
There’s David Frost, the striving T'V- 
age smoothie who savored his jet-set 
lifestyle but craved journalistic legiti- 
macy; and there's Richard M. Nixon, 
the infinitely complicated politician 
forced to resign in the wake of Water- 
gate, who craved—well, obviously, he 
craved something, since he agreed 
(for a handsome fee) to sit with Frost 
through 12 days of taped interroga- 
tion. With the transcript as his guide, 
Morgan explores psychological ter- 
rain: how Frost found the chutzpah 
to land the interviews; how Nixon 
played cat and mouse with his inter- 
locutor when asked to admit wrong- 
doing and apologize; how both men of 
humble beginnings felt stung by the 
scorn of those born with more 
privilege; and how both were superb 
manipulators. But Sheen (who played 
the very model of a modern British 
go-getter as Tony Blair in The Queen, 
also written by Morgan) and Langella (operat- 
ing at the peak of his powers) are disciplined 
enough to crop their performances to close- 
up size. (The sizing echoes the look of the 
actual interviews.) And Howard is smart 
to enhance the one-on-ones with journalistic 
context, weaving archival Watergate-era 
footage into his fictionalized re-creation. 

Streep and Hoffman, in contrast, translate 
roles memorably created by Cherry Jones 
and Brian F. O’Byrne as Sister Aloysius and 
Father Flynn. Without a doubt, the movie 
stars are primo “gets” in the famous-name 
sweepstakes. (They’re aided by Viola 
Davis in a blazing, brief appearance as the 












| mother of the boy who may or may not have 
received the priest’s inappropriate attentions, 
and by Amy Adams in the wan role of a sus- 
ceptible younger nun who becomes the agent 
of Sister Aloysius’ terrible righteousness.) 
But Hoffman and Streep, especially, are also 
vulnerable actors in need of guidance from a 

| director with a strong vision. And Shanley, in 

| his first movie-helming gig since he leaped 

into his own script for Joe Versus the Volcano 

| nearly two decades ago and lost, turns out to 
have dismayingly few original cinematic 
notions to back up the basie did-he-or-didn't- 
he hook in his study of conviction and 
compassion. There’s not a wind-whipped | 
leaf, rain-hammered window, or burned- 
out lightbulb the director doesn’t admire, lest 
we ignore a metaphor about spiritual crisis. 

Meanwhile, Streep, apparently left to her 
| own devices, lugs a load of mannerisms under 
| the pruny nun’s severe black habit, encour- 


BACKSTORY 


On Broadway, 
Frost/Nixon and 
Doubt each 
boasted a Tony- 
winning lead 


aged by the movie's literal-minded director. performance. But 


Sister A may be an intimidating, spirit-break- while Frank Lan- 

ing character—but for all that, she’s also gella reprises his | 
a servant of God unswerving in her code of turn as Richard 
right and wrong, and we ought to feel her bur- Nixon on screen, 
den. We don't. Speaking lines written to reach Meryl Streep 

the stage heavens, the cast is infernally noisy takes over for 

and hectoring about mysteries that ought this season's 24 

to be felt with a communal hush. I doubt that’s president, Cherry 


Jones (above), as 


a nun in Doubt. 


what the creator—I mean the playwright— 
| had in mind, Frost/Nixon: A= Doubt: C+ 
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Cadillac Records 


STARRING Adrien Brody, 

Jeffrey Wright, Beyoncé Knowles 
DIRECTED BY Darnell Martin 

Ri’ 108 MINS. 


i 


Cadillac Records, the story of a sir musical 
revolution and the record label that helped to 
launch it, begins in 1941, when Muddy Waters 
(Jeffrey Wright) is a sharecropper playing 
slide guitar under the blazing hot Mississippi 
sun. Heading up to Chicago, he electrifies 
that guitar and hooks up with Leonard Chess 
(Adrien Brody), a nice Jewish boy who's been 
looking to do something not so nice. Chess 
opens a nightclub, where the performances 
sometimes end in gunfire, and when the club 
burns down, he starts to record the new 
sounds he's been featuring there. His label, 
Chess Records, is a Midwestern precursor to 
sun Records, located behind a storefront 
(with rotating vinyl logo) on Chicago’s South 
Side. When the records sell, he gives each of 
his musicians a new Cadillac, neglecting to 
mention that it came out of their royalties. 
It's tempting to say Cadillac Records is about 
the moment that the blues turned into rock 
& roll. Only that wouldn’t be true. The film’s 
boisterous fun kicks off from its recognition 
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that the blues already was rock & roll; no 
“transformation” was necessary. The writer- 
director Darnell Martin, who made the tough 
and nimble / Like Jt Like That (1994), is out to 
capture those days in all their proud, violent 
glory. She blasts rhythm & blues out of its 
museum-piece quaintness. Cadillac Records 
lacks a center—Leonard is more like a hub 
(he isn’ it’s an enjoyable 
ramble, with a feel for what made the early 
days of rock as wild as any that followed. 
Wright plays Waters as an elegant tomcat 
in boxy suits who doesn’t pretend he can love 
one woman at a time. His street counterpart 
is Howlin’ Wolf (Eamonn Walker), a scary 
customer who stares at Chess from behind 
the recording-studio glass with a look of 
barely contained homicide. Then there’s 
Chuck Berry—played by Mos Def, who nails 
the legend’s apple-cheeked charisma as well 
as his saucy grooves. Just as Berry cracks 
the pop charts, he’s sidetracked by the law. 
(Coincidence? You decide.) His slot gets filled 
by Etta James, a torch rocker and junkie 
played by Beyonce Knowles, who just about 
burns a hole in the screen with her sultry 
torment. As a woman who rocked the house 
but could get no satisfaction, Beyoncé does a 
Lady Sings the Blues in miniature. Now will 
someone give this lady a great lead role? B+ 








BEYONCE 
KNOWLES 


Pop star Beyoncé 
Knowles, 27, dis- 
cusses her ‘Cadil- 
lac Records’ role 
as Etta James, the 
real-life (and very 
much alive) R&B 
legend and former 
heroin addict. 


ous? 2 She was epee the 
apposite of what people's 
perception of me is. She 
was by no means the 
sweetheart. She was bold 
and unapologetic and 
spoke her mind. | didn't 
know if | was even ready 
for a role like this. 


You look physically differ- 
ent in the film.| gained 15 
pounds, which was fun 
[laughs]. Etta was glamor- 
ous, but in her own way. 
She had platinum blond 
hair back in that time, 
when no African-American 
woman had it. 
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Usually, I try not to make 
eye contact [with the audi- 
ence] until | start singing. 
But | saw her. It was intim- 
idating. | started to sing. 
And maybe a couple of 
sentences into the song, | 
did this growl that she’s 
infamous for, and | saw her 
body posture change. She 
nudged her son, like, “Did 
you hear that?” And | was 
like, “Yes! | got her!” [After- 
ward] she said, “You bad, 
girl, you bad.” And | know 
she doesn't give out free 
compliments. —Clark Collis 
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Australia, Downsized 
A 2-hour-and-45-minute running time? Crikey! Patience 
may run longer Down Under. But we're Americans and 
we've got things to do this holiday season. Hence, our viewer's cut. 
(Warning: Spoilers follow!) —curis NASHAWATY 


00:00 The beef-baron 
husband of Nicole Kid- 
man is murdered in the 
outback. She travels to 
Australia and is met by 
Hugh Jackman. 


00:50 Kidman refuses 
to sell the ranch. So 
now it's time to drive 
the cattle to Darwin. 


01:30 The young half- 
caste boy Nullah, to 
whom Kidman has 
become attached, sees 
The Wizard of Oz. 


01:40 Kidman and 
Jackman consum- 
mate their love 
under some artfully 
placed mosquito 
netting. 


2:00 Newsreels show 
the Japanese attack at 
Pearl Harbor. In the 
movie biz, they call this 
“foreshadowing.” 


2:05 Kidman, Jackman, 
and Nullah are separat- 
ed in the fog of war. 
Will they ever reunite 
for a For Your Consider- 
ation group hug? 









Finally, 3G 
LOM eTAVO) fle 


The Samsung Rant” is an 
affordable 3G phone with 
One Click Web access, 2 full 
sliding QWERTY keyboard and 
access to Sprint TV", chat, 
and email. 


. 8 MINS. First scene to go: Kidman and Jackman 
meeting, bickering, and kicking off their sexual 

tension on the way to the ranch. (Sorry, ladies, this includes 
Jackman washing his bare chest by a campfire.) 


Only on the Now Network” 
Sprint.com/holiday 
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.-28 MINS. Okay, here's the first big chunk 
to get the ax. The cattle drive is peppered with 
backstory and moonlit caresses, but if you've 
seen City Slickers you've pretty much seen 
the rest. We'll make a three-minute exception for 
the awesome stampede sequence. 


3, -5 MINS. Not only are we hacking out this saccharine 
scene, but also every other reference—and there 

are a whole bunch—to The Wizard of Oz (we paid to 

see Kidman and Jackman, not Dorothy and Toto). 

That means nudge-nudge-wink-wink dialogue and treacly 
renditions of “Over the Rainbow" on the harmonica. 


4,-0 MINS. Since we cut the earlier scene 
when Jackman’'s world’s sexiest abs were on 
glistening parade, we'll throw the female 
audience a bone here and keep this steamy love 
scene, You're welcome. 


oo, 
Le 


5. -2 MINS. Let's take a scalpel to the newsreel 
stuff and any other hint or mention of WWIl and have the 
Japanese air raid on Darwin come as a total surprise! 
That way it’s more Hitchcockian. 


iy Lee 


6. -40 MINS. _ Take a wild guess. We're all for feel-good 
endings, especially after 2? hours and 45 minutes of relentless 
melodrama. But this Oscar-friendly bit of third-act 
uplift seems like a foregone concdusion. Word is, y 
director Baz Luhrmann shot at least three different Ag 
finales for the film, but it’s hard to see how ~ fy 
it could have wrapped up any other way. So let's —* 
just skip straight to that heart-tugging, ‘\ 
three-hankie climax and get those end credits rolling, 
shall we? We've got shopping to do. 


Total Running Time Our Running Time 
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Nobel Son 
Alan Rickman, Bryan Greenberg 
R, 110 MINS, 


Eli Michaelson (Alan Rickman) is a noted 
chemistry professsor who has just received 
the Nobel Prize; he’s also a lecherous, ill- 
tempered misanthropic jerk. When the son 
(Bryan Greenberg) he treats like dirt gets 
kidnapped by a psychopath (Shawn Hatosy) 
who is not what he seems, the director, 
Randall Miller (Bottle Shock), appears to be 
trying to cross a bad Elmore Leonard thriller 
with a bad indie-festival family-angst 
comedy. He gives us the worst of both worlds, 
parading each superficially clever motif— 
severed thumbs, cannibalism, the magic of 
Pat Benatar’s lyrics—with an amateur's 
show-off glee. BD —0G 





The Black Balloon 
Toni Collette, Luke Ford 
PG-13, 97 MINS. 


Toni Collette gives it the old Little Miss Sun- 
shine try as an edge-of-kooky, very pregnant 
mama presiding over a chaotic household, But 
instead of a drolly drug-taking gramps, this 
Australian feel-good autism dramedy champi- 
ons Charlie (Luke Ford), a sweet but seriously 
disruptive young man. Director and co-writer 
Elissa Down, who grew up with autistic 
siblings, hints at real exhaustion amid all her 
movie's Down Under jauntiness. Charlie's con- 
dition is particularly hard on his younger 
brother, Thomas (Rhys Wakefield), especially 
as he negotiates his first teenage romance, 
with a girl of dewy, supermodel beauty played 
by dewy supermodel Gemma Ward. B- —LS 





Punisher: War Zone 
Ray Stevenson, Dominic West 
R, 107 MINS. 


In this oddly Brit-heavy third attempt to 
create another Marvel film franchise, Ray 
Stevenson (Rome) takes over as the vengeful 
Punisher, following Dolph Lundgren and 
Thomas Jane, Alas, Stevenson doesn't have 
much to do except look gloomy after acciden- 
tally killing an FBI agent—and then deliberately 
kills about 50 more people. (His character 
could be called the Not-Much-of-a-Learning- 
Curveinator.) Meanwhile, Dominic West (The 
Wire) plays a facially mutilated Mob boss as 
if he’s ina broad SNL sketch. On the plus 
side, the film has one of the all-time great 
B-movie last lines: “Oh, God, now I've got 
brains splattered all over me!” C+ —Cc 
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STARRING ACADEMY AWARD* WINNER TIMOTHY HUTTON 


Get Ready to Get Even 
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What Doesn’t 
Kill You 


sTarRiING Mark Ruffalo, 
Ethan Hawke 


DIRECTED BY brian Goodman 
R, 100 MINS. 
By Lisa Schwarzbaum 


ee 


What Doesn't Kull You, a tough, authentic 
street drama born, bred, and shot in the 
no-spin zone of working-class South Boston, 
doesn’t spell out the origin of the movie’s 
title. Nor does it complete the second 

half of Friedrich Nietzsche’s famous 
declaration to which it alludes—the part 
about making you stronger. There’s no need 
for moralizing when the actions and 
consequences are so clear and the story— 
of two local toughs at a critical juncture 

in their lives—is so strikingly free of 
romanticized Southie swagger. 

It helps, surely, that Brian Goodman, an 
actor making a strong directorial debut, 
tells a version of his own life story here. And 

it's evident that a serious commitment to the 
tenets of 12-step recovery programs keeps 
him modest and honest about what works 
for getting stronger (if you keep working it). 
In a harmonious pairing of temperaments 





iG BRIAN GOODMAN 








and talents for portraying flawed men who SONG OF THE 

ee a Ns a i See eae. SOUTHIE: Ruffalo and 
enforce their codes of ethics on a sliding Beat carry children 
scale, Ethan Hawke and Mark Ruffalo play groceries 


Paulie and Brian, respectively—best friends | 
from the Southie hood who fall under the | 
sway of a local crime boss (played with 

authority by Goodman). Paulie, single and 

loving it, keeps his head clear for business. 

But Brian, a husband and father under pres- 
sure, burrows downward into drugs and 

drink. (Amanda Peet is terrific as Brian’s 
worn-down wife, sick of seeing her man 
disappear before her eyes.) Goodman the 
filmmaker eloquently conveys what 

Goodman the addict learned: that the climb 
back up and out is hell—and worth it. B+ | 


mayhem conviction, he 
began auditioning for 

bit parts in local indie films, 
then graduated to bigger 
Hollywood fare—he played 
James Franco's father 

in 2006's Annapolis and 
one of the nefarious 
Others on ABC's Lost. 

As his showbiz career took 
off, Goodman started to 
wonder if his troubled 
life story could become a 
movie. “| bought this 
37-cent notepad and started 
writing out of pure 
boredom. ‘Interior: Coffee 
shop, like that,” recalls Good- 
man, 44, “A month later 
| had this script written out. 


A Memoitrist 
On Film 


Brian Goodman still has a 
bullet in his skull. As 
a young thug in South 
Boston, Goodman—who 
cowrote, directed, and plays 
a supporting role in What 

| Doesn't Kill You—stole 
from drug dealers, abused 
booze and cocaine, and 
dodged rounds of ammuni- 
tion (though he once got hit 
three times, in both arms 
and the back of the head). 
In 1994, after a nearly 
five-year prison term fora 
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| had my sister type it 
up for me.” And it wasn't 
just Goodman's sister 
who pitched in. Beantown 
pal Donnie Wahlberg 
helped develop the script, 
and Mark Ruffalo—Good- 
man's costar in the 
2001 prison drama The 
Last Castle—agreed to play 
him on screen. (Goodman 
himself portrays a 
neighborhood crime boss.) 
Now 14 years sober, 
Goodman says his 
only partners in crime 
these days are golfing bud- 
dies like Samuel L. Jackson 
and James Caan. “| gota 
call yesterday from a 





friend of mine doing life, 
wondering if | could send 

him a money order,” 

he says. "To be able to 

show that world on film 

and not have to worry 

about cops knocking on 
my door, it’s a good 

feeling.” —Dave Karger | 
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Wendy and Lucy 
— starrinc Michelle Williams 
piREcTeED BY Kelly Reichardt 
R, 80 MINS. 


6 
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Kelly Reichardt, who made the celebrated art 

road film Old Joy (2006), has perfectedamode | _ 
of rapturous minimalism. She’s drawn to long, 
elliptical silences that speak more vibrantly | 
than most movies’ words, and to naturalistic | 
camera angles that are cut together with a | 
diamond sharpness. More than that, though, 

she’s drawn to characters who are Dropouts 9 


oo 


Without a Cause. In Reichardt’s Wendy and 


Lucey, Wendy (Michelle Williams), with her | 7 
college-punk chop-shop haircut and mopey 
passivity, looks about 20, but in spirit she’s a 
teenage runaway. On the road with her dog, 

_ Lucy, she’s trying to get to Alaska in a rusty 
Honda on a budget of $600. But when the car 1 
breaks down in a small town in Oregon, we 12 
can see that she’s going nowhere. Williams 13 
makes Wendy's total lack of affect luminously 
expressive. Like Will Oldham’s cranky hippie Vet 
in Old Joy, she’s a lost-soul bohemian straggler 15 
ina world that no longer has context for such 16 
a person. (No context, that is, but oblivion.) | 
Then she loses her dog! Wendy and Lucy is like a 
Lassie Come Home directed by Antonioni. | ee 
What's piercing about it, and alsodisturbing, | FE 
is that Reichardt views the renunciation of ah 


society with something close to righteous 
purity—as a lefty romantic dream. A- 


oe - TS SB 


The third entry in star Jason 


') FOUR CHRISTMASES 


Paes ‘The Chart 


BOX OFFICE 


Four Christmases 


Christmas came early 

for Reese Witherspoon and 
Vince Vaughn, whose 
bubbly comedy scored a 
first-place finish Thanks- 
giving weekend, A yuletide 
theme could help the movie 
spread its box office cheer 
well into the next month. 
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3,310 
3,654 





TWILIGHT $263 $7,692 | -62 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE | $88 
AUSTRALIA | $148 


MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE2 AFRICA | $142 





SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE | $13 


It wasn't enough to top the 
chart, but the debut of this 
Down Under epic is a career 
best for director Baz 
Luhrmann, whose Moulin 
Rouge! (2001) made $13.7 mil- 
lion in its wide-release bow. 





TRANSPORTER 3 | $121 
Statham's brawny action 

franchise muscled its way into 

the top 10, but it couldn't 

lure enough action fans to 

overpower the three-veek-old 

Quantum of Solace. 


Bi 


ROLE MODELS 


$5.2 
er 


THE BOY INTHE STRIPED PAJAMAS S17 





2195 | $2365 


MILK 

Gus Van Sant's biopic of slain 
gay politician Harvey Milk 
rode a wave of critical praise 
to a spectacular $40,385 
per-site average—easily the 
highest in the top 20. 


$1.5 












CHANGELING | siz | 1010 | sii95 | -55 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL3: SENIOR... sii | 1385 | $767 | -48 


‘THE SECRET LIFE OF BEES 





| soe | 490 | suas | -56 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED sos | 26 | $2455 -29 
ZACK AND MIRI MAKE A PORNO $05. | 437 $1200) -67 5 
"SOUL MEN $05 | 335 | $1359 | 50 | 
FIREPROOF $04 | 486 | $888 a3 | 
THE DARK KNIGHT 305 | $1126 | -7 | 


HAPPY-GO-LUCKY 


SOURCE: Nielsen ED: weekend of Noy, 278-30 “Weekend-gross and gross-to-date figures inmullions 
‘Irtludes Sane mutecreen theaters and prints shipoed.as wel as individual screens 
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White Dog 
Kristy MeNichol, 
Paul Winfield 
PG, 90 MINS., 1982 


Famously suppressed in 
America, Samuel Fuller's 
uncompromising, 
poignant examination of 
racism was deemed too 
incendiary for a sensitive 
public and too unmarket- 
able for a studio seeking 
“Jaws on Paws.” Center- 
ing on an adopted 
German shepherd trained 
to attack black people, 
Fuller's unjustly withheld 
film is a gripping, medi- 
tative, and ultimately 
beautiful achievement 
that, as co-writer Curtis 
Hanson says in the com- 
pelling EXTRAS, studied 
bigotry as a learned 
poison—a sickness tough 
to cure. Restored and 
presented in its uncut 
original version, this is an 
inspired accomplishment 
by one of our greatest 
pulp philosophers. 

A —Kim Morgan 





> | AM LEGEND: ULTIMATE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 


(2007) Will Smith 


MAKE IT HAPPEN (2008) Mary Elizabeth Winstead 
A strong-willed girl dreams of petting into a 

fancy dance school. Sort of like Save the Last 
Dance, except...no, wait. Exactly like that. 








IRMA VEP (1997) Magvie Cheung, Jean-Pierre Léaud 





ANAMORPH (2008) Willem Dafoe, Scott Speedman 


ALSO IN STORES 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE CASPIAN 
(2008) Ben Barnes Or, as we like to 
call it, The Lion, the Witch and the Hottie. 





Wanted 
James McAvoy, 
Morgan Freeman, 
Angelina Jolie 


his office-drone life. 
Thankfully, he’s really 
the son of history's 
greatest marksman, 
and foxy assassin Jolie 
offers to help him 
perfect his genetic gifts 
(he can shoot the wings 
off flies!), Otherwise, 
Wes would die of the 
same boredom inflicted 
by this two-disc set 
(the EXTRAS comprise 
one short extended 
scene and two rote fea- 
turettes on the stunts 
and effects). And 

we wouldn't want that. 
C —Aubry DArminio 














56 Entertainment Weekly 12.12.08 


The X-Files: 
| Want to Believe 

David Duchovny, Gillian Anderson 
PG-13, 104 MINS., 2008 
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ULTIMATE 
A-PHILE 


EDITION 





Murnau, Borzage 
and Fox 

NR, 1,090 MINS., 
1925-32 


With 12 mostly silent 
new-to-DVD titles, two 
books, and a hefty doc- 
umentary, this lavish 
boxed set serves asa 
mini film course. German 
auteur FW. Murnau, who 
was wooed to Hollywood 
by studio head William 
Fox, conjured the 
exquisite, Oscar-winning 
Sunrise and the fascinat- 
ing City Girl. Director 
Frank Borzage Is repre- 
sented by the deliriously 
romantic 7th Heaven 
and nine other features, 
This collection’s heaven, 
but too bad the print 
quality is uneven. 

B+ —Tim Purtell 


I didn’t want to believe this A-Files movie was 
as bad as the theatrical reviews said, and my 
wish was fulfilled: It plays like a solid extended 
episode of the often-classic TV show, with Duchovny's Mulder 
and Anderson's Scully searching for an abducted FBI agent 
with the help of a man who has visions. Who’ also a pedophile 
priest. Who bleeds from his eyes. (Nice job, Billy Connolly!) The 
“extended cut” here, however, incorporates a mere four extra 
minutes that don't add much. Bonus features on the three- 
disc set include a commentary by creator Chris Carter and 
collaborator Frank Spotnitz that’s typically affable but also typ- 
ical in its annoying insistence on not saying anything remotely 
revelatory. Time to let your guard down, Chris. B —Ken Tucker 


DO her 
Man on Wire 
Philippe Petit 
PG-13, 94 MINS., 
2008 


A documentary that 
unfolds like a heist film, 
Wire revisits Petit’s dar- 
ing 1974 high-wire dance 
between the World Trade 
Center towers, Petit is a 
shameless narcissist but 
a born raconteur, who in 
an EXTRAS interview 
considers himself a 
poet “who decided to 
write in the sky” upon a 
“two-headed dragon.” 
B —Jeff Labrecque 











Step Brothers 
Will Ferrell, 
John C. Reilly 
UNRATED, 106 MINS. 
2008 


The Talladega Nights 
gang reunites for sibling 
ribaldry, but this dumb 
and dumber flick about 
two middle-aged infants 
drives wildly, like a self- 
amused Cannonball Run. 
The two-disc set’s gag 
reel, alternate scenes, and 
sung (!) commentary are 
a riot. But it’s a film you 
need to decide to like be- 
fore you watch. C= —JL 

















HUNILIM AMEE ONFOF7 ee SO PONE Boog oO Te OCA Wo PAS Soe oS Wad AIO PA Te Of APRA Sof oA Sado APS SA 


TOSHIBA 


Leading Innovation >>> 


BREATHE NEW LIFE INTO YOUR DVDS 


; - _ WITH THE POWER OF XDE™ TECHNOLOGY. 





AYO PLAYER 
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ENHANCES TENS OF THOUSANDS OF DVDS 


While XDE"~ like many DVD players, upconverts DVDs up to 1080p 
to match the resolution of your HDTV, it goes a step further — thanks 
to XDE’s special picture enhancement capabilities —XDE”™ delivers 
a crisper, more vivid picture quality from your DVDs. So whether 
you own, rent or buy DVDs, you can relive the excitement with new 


Toshiba XDE™ technology. {||| ae pS H) 
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to HD (720p, 10801 or 1080p) to match the resolution of your HD Garin ar Neer ct ts ne Reni aaa of output native HD video content To display Upconverted 720p, 1080i or 1080p 
video content, 2 720p, 10801 or 1060p capable HOTY or HD monitor (as applic with an HDCP Mohri FN ola ingen aera dedi Vary depending upon disc content 
qualty and display device capability/tunctionality’settings. Depending on tt ualty of the DYD disc, some video noise may be vuble. ©2008 Toshiba America Cashes Produits LCs Ad ths reserved. 
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GSC Cisisse)aakelael se ste)pyasea) 
both prepare their farewells; Rob Corddry slices 
Greys Anatomy, Plus: Dirty Sexy Money, 

Eli Stone, and Pushing Daisies fignt Tor closure. 


THE LONG GOODBYE: 
Petersen prepares 

to bid adieu, as 
Fishburne (below) 


says hello | : ) HE EXHAUSTION 
in the eyes of Gil Gris- 
som—the bags under 
the bags—may be fine 
acting on the part of 
William Petersen, or 
it may reveal his true 
state as his character 
prepares to wrap up a nine-season run on CSI 
on Jan. 15. The series has been reviving some 
of Gil’s greatest hits with new cases involving 
his S&M soul mate Lady Heather (Melinda 
Clarke) and his insidious nemesis the Minia- 
ture Serial Killer (Jessica Collins), but Gil’s (not 
Petersen's) rhythm has been off. No longer 
does Grissom approach each maggot-ridden, 
bloated corpse with the gusto of Sweeney 
Todd stropping his razor. He just wants out. 
It’s a tricky thing to pull off a fan favorite 
exiting because his heart isn’t in it anymore; 
what heart Grissom had left was stilled by the 
departure of his colleague/lover Sara (Jorja 
Fox). But playing tired despair can come across 
as boredom, something Petersen has mostly 
avoided. That is, until this week’s episode, 
in which Gil’s torpor contrasts with the brisk 
energy of a new crime-solver, Dr. Raymond 
Langston (Laurence Fishburne), seen grill- 
ing a serial killer and soon to join the team. 

CSI) I'll miss Grissom, but welcome Langston’s 
brusque authority: lotsa possibilities for 

Thursdt 9 n- friction with the prickly CSI crew. 

UTSAAYS, 7PM. Many of the regulars get their own scenes 

CBS with Grissom as he tells of his departure. 

By Ken Tucker The most realistic belongs to Paul Guilfoyle’s 
jaded cop Jim Brass. Brass mouths cliches 
about how they'll have to get together more, 
vo boating, yada yada. They stare at each 
other. They know they won't. B+ 


58 Entertainment Weekly 12.12.08 











beloved by Emmy voters, suckers for the 
hambone acting of James Spader as the oily 
but eloquent Alan Shore and William Shatner 
as the pompous, priapic Denny Crane. 
They also love the show’s Hollywood-liberal 
pieties: No prime-time series has more 
ardently inveighed against the Bush adminis- 
tration. But one of its finest achievements was 
technical. Credit frequent director Bill D’Elia 
for finally giving Kelley's talky scripts visual 
pizzazz; the show’s trademark camera | 
zooms and eye-wrenching rack-focus shots 
deserve more kudos. 

In its final seasons, Legal became giddily 
self-referential. A Nov. 10 subplot about a teen 





Boston Legal 


COURT IS ADJOURNED: 4 , ‘ ' 
Spader and Shatner girl seeking an abortion was deemed “not fun’ 
say goodbye to Legal Monday, Dec. 8, 9g p.m. by Denny. “Consider it your Emmy episode,” | 


Alan retorted. Ultimately, Legal turned into a 
no-sex-please-we're-straight romantic comedy. 
“T'll never be alone; I'll always have you,” said 
Denny, pondering the inevitability of aging 


ABC 
By Ken Tucker 


LTS CTT TST PPT CRP PTR PT eh Eee 


BOSTON LEGAL TURNED out to be creator 
David E. Kelley’s best series ever. Wrapping up 
its fifth and final season on Dec. 8, it possessed 
the energy Picket Fences lacked and the heart 

Ally McBeal never had. Spun off from Kelley’s 


with Alan. “I love you more now,” Alan said, 
after discovering Denny had voted for Obama. 
Their signature episode-closing chats brought 
the frenzied foolishness to a soothing halt, 
as they sat on the office balcony sipping 


BOSTON LEGAL: CRAIG SJGCDINSARE, RIMMEL ESPOSITO: BOS DAMICO/MBE: HATCHER ANDREW ECCLES/ABC: LETTERMAN JOHN P FILG 
7006 TWENTIETH CENTURY FOX FILMCOSP LLC 


SEMPSON, THE SIMPSONS” AND # 


scotch and smoking stogies. These puffing 
pals bestowed something rare upon Kelley 
World: unironic bliss. Puff away, boys. B 


dour “quality drama” series The Practice 
(1997-2004), Legal quickly morphed into a 
genially tasteless, wacky free-for-all. It’s 
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“hate macadamia nuts. ‘on Samantha Who? crack dealers are now 






You think they're white 
chocolate chips untilit’s too 
late. Stupid Hawaii.” 


Susan (Teri Hatcher), on 
Desperate Housewives 


offering free nachos.” 
—David Letterman on Late Show 
















“Wow, all these 
years I've been 
petting lambs 
















“If these two 











can't produce when! should 
the Antichrist, have been 
then! don't shoving themin 
know whocan.” my mouth. 


—Bart, after tasting 
lamb for the 
first. time.on 

The Simpsons 


Jimmy Kimmel, on 
the marriage of 
The Hills’ Heidi and 
Spencer, on Jinn Ty 
Rinmel Livel 
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The Ausiello Files 
Pushing Daisies, ‘Dirty Sexy Money, and ‘Eli Stone’ 
just want proper burials. BY MICHAEL AUSIELLO 


= F _— 

Two out of three finales ain’t bad 
With ABC stopping production on Pushing Daisies, Eli Stone, and 
Dirty Sexy Money, at least two of the underdogs will get to give 


viewers what has increasingly become a T'V rarity: closure. 


For their swan songs, DSM and Eli both had the time and budget 


to produce what an ABC insider 


describes as “satisfying [series] 


endings.” DSM will finally answer the question “Who whacked 
Dutch?” (brace yourself for a killer twist), while Eli wraps with 
what my source describes as “a powerful scene between [Stone] 


and his father.” Daisies, however, 


Daisies’ Anna Friel 
and Lee Pace 


Stone's 
Jonny Lee Miller 


a : oa 
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got no extra money to resolve 
what series creator Bryan Fuller 
calls the last episode’s “huge 
cliff-hanger” involving Ned and 
Chuck, but he hopes to tie up the 
loose ends in a comic book. 

Of course, ABC has made no 
promise that it will air all of the 
remaining episodes. But that’s 
why God created DVD boxed sets, 
right? And for those glass-half-full 
viewers, the network hasn't officially 
canceled any of the series yet, so 
an eleventh-hour stay of execution 
is possible. But, as one insider 
notes, “Lightning would have to 
strike 15 times in the same spot 
for one of them to come back.” 











| 
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Will True Blood return for a second 

season? And if so, got scoop? —Jeremy 
yy Not only is there fresh Blood on the 
“©. way, there's also fresh...um, blood. 
HBO's Twilight-gone-NC-17 series (which is 
slated to return next summer) is adding 
three characters: Sarah, the pleasure-seeking 
missus of the Fellowship of the Sun's big 
kahuna; Daphne, Merlotte’s new waitress 
(and Sam's new lust interest); and Luke, a 
burly twentysomething who's as dedicated 
to religion as Jason is to sex. 


Any chance Bones and Booth will 
kiss for real this season, and not as 
part of some bet? —enny 
» “Tthink we'll do a little better than just 
™) areal kiss,” responds Bones boss Hart 
Hanson. Could he be talking about (gulp) ser? 
After all, Hanson has already revealed that 
B&B will find themselves sharing a bed this 
season. “The truth is, if [two people] share a 
real, romantic kiss and they’re in their mid- 
30s,” he says, “how long is it going to be before 
they consummate?” I'll take that as a yes! 





I’m obsessed with Friday Night 
meal Lights. Any juicy gossip? —Anna 
)yw) By season's end, Dillon will open a second 
~® high school, upending both the town’s 
storied football program and Eric’s tenure as 
the Panthers’ coach. Also, the finale (airing 
Jan. 14 on DIRECTV; NBC reruns the season 
starting Jan. 16) will jump ahead to the end 
of the school year, at which point we'll learn 
who'll be going away to college, and who'll be 
sticking around for a possible fourth season. 


Let Ausiello whisper 
sweet scoopings in your 


ear, each and every day 
over at EW.COM 
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EW.COM 
POLL 


What show's 

January return are 
you most looking 
forward to? 


12% 
Battlestar’ 
Galacticn 





12% 10% 5% 


American Idol Serubs Big Love 
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Childrens’ Hospital 
THEWB.COM 


In Rob Corddry’s hilarious 
new Web Series about the 
shenanigans at Childrens’ 
Hospital, the truly sick 
people are the doctors. Like 
the malpractice magnet 
(Role Models’ Ken Marino) 
who explains his decision to 
give lipo to a 10-year-old boy 
thusly: “He looked fat on a 
CAT scan.” Or another, played by writer-director Corddry, who channels Patch 
Adams by wearing clown paint and trying to heal with laughter instead of medicine. 
(“You know, | once cured a case of Lou Gehrig's disease by pretending | was trapped 
inside a box?") Launching Dec. 8, the raunchy meta-medi-satire—which often 
tweaks Grey's right in its Anatomy—is administered by an expert comedy cast that 
includes Megan Mullally, Ed Helms, and Human Giant’s Rob Huebel. If you're the 
type of person who would enjoy watching a doctor sneeze and nonchalantly wipe 
her hand on a suffering child, check into this Hospital. A-—Dan Snierson 
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THAT Lay 
r Corddry is — 
bloody / good | 
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The Chart 


SEASON-TO-DATE, 18- TO 54-YEAR- OLDS 


Grey’s 
Anatomy 
The hospital 
sudser ranks 


No. 7 in total 
viewers, but 
takes top billing 
with the trend- 
setting 18-34 set. 
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THE TOP 20 


















} , 7 
FAMILY GUY Fox, Sunday, 9 p.m. 
THE OFFICE NBC Thursday, 9 p.m. g 


SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
NBC Sunday, 823 pm. 







DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES 
ABC Spee, 9 pm. 







HOUSE Fox, Tuesday, § p.m. 













HEROES NBC, Monday, 9 p.m. 31 35 
While its total viewership Is in need 

of rescue, NBC's onece-mighty hit still 

attracts a healthy number of younger 

viewers: 36 percent of its audience 

falls into the 18-34 category. 


2h 


My) 6AMERICAN DAD Fox, Sunday, 9:31 pm 29 | 54 


BU KING OF THEHILLFox Sunday, 830pm. | 28 48 
Fox recently canceled King after 

13 seasons, but perhaps ABC—in talks 

| to revive the animated series—is 


| intrigued by the aging show's 
continuing appeal to young people. 


30 ROCK NBC, Thursday, 9:31 p.m. 2.8 a 








FRINGE Fost Tuesday, 9:01 p.m. 






CS! CBS, Thursday, 9 p.m. 








HOW I MET YOUR MOTHER 
CBS, Monday, 8:30 p.m. 








LAW & ORDER: SVU NBC, Tuesday 10 pm. | 
BROTHERS & SISTERS ABC Sunday, 10:01pm! 
TWO AND A HALF MEN CBS, Monday,9pm.| 2.0 


DANCING WITH THE STARS 2.0 
ABC Monday, 8 p.m. 


‘VA ER. NBC Thursday, 10:01 p.m, 19 32 





EXTREME MAKEOVER: HOME EDITION | L9 18 
ABC Sunday, 8 p.m. 


OFF THE CHART CBS’ NCIS ranks at No. 3 in total 

viewers, but tumbles to No. 48 in the 18-34 demo, Just 
8 percent of the show's total viewership (17.6 million) 
comes from this advertiser-craved age group. 









SOURCE Abelson bhai Research, fall A008 for poopie 163i (ive Gus saeday ein) 
Hhroven Wea 23, 2008 "in mri, 
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MUST WATCH OF THE WEEK 
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4E5 Y NL HOSTI 
BY AN OPEN FIRE: 

| Lee (as Chiing) emcees 
| with Key (as Obama) = 





MONDAY DECEMBER 8 


yg 
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i 
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| 


€ i | 
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Maacanc ORDERS: 


,Brian Austin Green, Lena ~ 
Headey, and Summer Glau 





Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles 
Fox, 1V-14-\ 
The show’s once-linear narrative—protect John 
Connor, stop Skynet—has splintered into more 
pieces than a nitrogen-soaked T-1000, and 
tonight's episode continues that deterioration to 
the point of distraction. Amid UFO conspiracy 
| babble, rushed expository flashbacks, and melodra- 
matic dialogue (“You're a mother. You're a seeker, 
You're a soldier, You're everything. But you're noth- 
| ing”), there are glimpses of Terminator's underlying 
wit and verve. But mostly it’s a broody, bloody, and 
increasingly loopy mess, C- —Whitney Pastorek 
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Cranberry Christmas 
ABC Family, TV-G 

Set your TiVos, Colorado 
noise offenders: This 
special has brand-new 
Barry Manilow songs, 


70:20 


The Wonder Pets! 

Save the Nutcracker! 
Nickelodeon, 1V-¥ 
Proudly continuing the 
series’ tradition of flagrant 
exclamation-point abuse. 


— Anis 
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Chuck 

NBC TV-PG-D 

Ever the Brady Bunch 
Movie fan, Sarah goes on 
a date with Gary Cole 


— —— 
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How | Met Your Mother 

(B 5. TV-14-DL ™ 

Didn't get enough MADtv 
up above? Here’s more: 
Alumnus Will Sasso 
guest-stars., 





pears in the role. 4 , : 


WhattoWatch 


MADtv's 


sea beel 


In Prison My Whole Life 
Sundance, TV-PG 

Colin Firth produced this 
doc about Mumia Abu- 
Jamal, In return, is Mumia 
renting Pride and Prejudice? 


10:30-LIPM 
Renovation Realities 

DIY, TV-G 

A $3K kitchen reno? Let's 
see..that gets you a fridge 
and a head of lettuce. 


Special Night! 






Privileged 

The CW, TY-PG & 

You knew once Sage 
and Rose's skipping- 
lessons plots ran dry, 
Megan's mom wourd 
turn up. Sure 

enough, Sharon Gay 
Lawrence ap- § 
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TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD BND SUBJECT TO! 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS’ 


By Jessica Shaw 


| Best of Christmas Sketches 
ss = Spectacularly Special Spectacular 


SATURDAY | 11-MIDNIGHT | FOX | TV-14-DL 


For 14 years, MAD¢v has been the Prancer to Saturday Night 
Live's Rudolph: It does a fine, workmanlike job bringing 
sketches to all the girls and boys, but everyone just wants to 
ooh and aah about the guy in front. With Fox recently 
announcing that this will be the show’s final season, we 
thought that in the Christmas spirit of giving, we'd take this 
moment to give this underdog something It’s never gotten: a 
little hype. So won't you help make a Christmas miracle by 
tuning in as Connie Chung (Bobby Lee) and Barack Obama 
(Keegan-Michael Key) introduce this retrospective of such 
holiday bits as creepy man-boy Stuart (Michael McDonald) 
meeting a mall Santa? Enjoy it before it’s gone, because then 
the only sketch show left to ignore will be Frank TV. —Josh Wolk 





I'm no hot-rodder; 

| hardly know a V6 
from a VO5 hot-oil 
treatment. Yet even 
| was entertained 
watching the Gear 
heads soup up a 
Jeep and host Jeremy 
Clarkson describing 
a new Ferrari as “the 
bastard love child 

of Stephen Hawking 
and Rambo.” B+ 
—Tim Stack 
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HARD CORMAN(ASE 0 IVMER/TANCE TON HOLT? PS 


A DQUELE SHOT AT LOVE MTV: ELI STOWE: GREGG DEGUIRE/ WIREIMAGE: MANALUTER SS ue 


LITTLE Sai) CHRIS Tea A AW YORK: NBC 


BI, BI LOVE: Vikki and Rikki, the 


Landers sisters for a new era 





10-11PM 
A Double Shot at Love 
MTV 





SEAS( 
PREMIERE 





Tila Tequila, we hardly knew ye. 
In Shot at Love's third season, the 
contestants on MTV's “dating” 


show now fight over bisexual blond twins Vikki 
and Rikki. Granted, watching another crew of 
thick-necked straight guys and thin-skinned 
lesbians competing for their human prize(s) like 
drunken, squinty-eyed samurai feels a little stale. 
But in comparison to the Teflon-souled Tequila, 
the twins seem almost sweet beneath their 
lip-gloss oil slicks, offering a tiny drib of humanity 
amid the booze-soaked shenanigans of this 
Gen-Y Caligula. C+ —Leah Greenblatt 


WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10 


9-10:50PM" 

P.O.V.: Inheritance 

PBS, TV-14-V ta 

Monika Hertwig, 
daughter of Amon 
Goeth (the Nazi 
portrayed by Ralph 
Fiennes in Schindler's 
List), seeks out Helen 
Jonas, a Jew who was 
enslaved by her dad. 
Their meeting at the 
Plaszow concentration 
camp is awkward and 
tense—and, mercifully, 
it doesn’t culminate in a 
big hug of a resolution. 
B ‘check local listings 





830-9PM 

Gary Unmarried 

CBS, TV-14-L fa 

Gary wants to have 
“firsts” with his kids, so 
he helps his son shave 
and buys his daughter 

a bra. Wouldn't taking 
them out for sushi 
have done the trick? 


9-10PM 
Stylista 

The CW 

Zac Posen can do no 
wrong. That is, when he's 
not whoring himself 

out as a reality judge. 


9-10:01PM 

Private Practice 

ABC, TY-14 fa 

Charlotte opens her own 
private practice. It’s not as 
good as the original, though, 
and the ratings stink. 


10-LL:I5PM 

Top Chef: New York 

Bravo, TV-14 fa 

Gail Simmons gets Bravo to 
pay for her bridal shower. 


Ty wi 


8-9:01PM 10-11PM’" 

House Independent Lens: Doc 
Fox, 1V-14-D Gh PBS, TV-PG 

Eye roll—sorry, | mean A doc on Doc Humes, the 
drumroll—please: It's a very Paris Review cofounder 


special Christmas episode! 
Apparently even House 
can't be his usual cranky- 
pants when he gives a clinic 


who went loony in the 
196035. “check local listings 


SEASON FINALE 


patient a special gift. 11-11:30PM 

MANswers 
8-10PM | Spike, TV-MA G2 
The Biggest Loser: Families Extreme sexual fetishists 
NBC, TV-PG and rogue astronauts in the 
The final four contestants same episode. Naturally, 
try on their old clothing... 
which they may be back Stone Cold Fox 
wearing about a year after 
NBC stops footing the bill 
for healthy meals and secant 
personal training sessions, ABC. TV-PG 2 

Usually, ifa quy who has 
-phecahg visions lands a girl like 
TNT, TV-14 0 Endget Moynahan, the 
In order to help an Iraq | perttinbids 
war vet, Nate and the ici TERS 
team uncover why a MD th 3 ‘jl 
friendly-fire incident was ie ee 
kept a secret. Hint: Things _ Sang gg 
dont stay so friendly. 


HACK A LOUIE: 
An animated DeVito 
takes viewers for a ride 





8-9PM 

Little Spirit: Christmas in New York 

NBC, TV-G 

There should be a rule against cartoon Christmas 
specials that weird you out. Spirit's Pixar-meets- 
Grand Theft Auto version of a narrating, cab- 
driving Danny DeVito is bizarre enough. But his 
tale of lonely tween Leo and his lost dog is 
downright freaky, as they’re menaced by a dis- 
comfitingly vicious pigeon, squirrel, and cadre of 
rats. And that's before Leo finds a snow globe 
that births a friendly yellow “spirit"—looks like a 
salamander, sounds like E.7.—that promises to 
help. Perfect viewing, if you want to give your 
child the holiday willies. €+ —Audry DArminio 
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Comdr. ® 
Lenny DePatil 





SERIES DEBUT 
10-10:30PM 
Manhunters: Fugitive 

Task Force 

AGE, TV-14 

“They're the best of 
the best, hunting down 
the worst of the 
worst.” Tonight, the 
worst is a Jamaican 
gang member from 
the Shower Posse 
(and no, his crime is not 
being too clean), The 
sweaty-palm action 
makes COPS look like 
The Brady Bunch. B+ 
—Lesley Savage 


THURS DEC 11 


9-10PM 

Are You Smarter Thana 
Fifth Grader? 

Fox, TV-PG 

An Ivy League-educated 
rabbi tries to outsmart 
some kids for Hanukkah 
gelt. Ivy League-educated 
and potential millionaire 
are okay. But does he call 
his mother? 


9:31-10:01PM 

30 Rock 

NBC, TV-14 

Jack tries to spend Christ- 
mas away from his mom, 
but seeing as Elaine 
Stritch is on, my guess is 
that something doesn't go 
according to plan. 


SEASON FINALE 
10:30-11PM 

The Sarah Silverman 
Program 

Comedy Central, TV-14-D 
Sarah mocks the institu- 
tion of marriage by getting 
engaged to Doug, her dog. 
But does she make him 
sign a pup prenup? 





FRIDAY DECEMBER 12 


| Williams 


PREVIEW 

9-10PM 

The 2008 Family 
Entertainment Awards 
The CW, TV-G o3) 
Everybody Hates 
Chris’ Tyler James 
Williams hosts the 





8-9PM 

Greatest Holiday 
Moments: Songs of the 
Season Countdown 

NBC 

I'm going to go out ona 
limb and say Hall & Oates’ 
“Jingle Bell Rock” deserves 
to be alongside “White 
Christmas” and “Frosty the 
Snowman.” A frail, sad, and 
possibly mustached limb. 


8:30-9PM 

Frosty Returns 

CBS, TV-G 

It's Frosty vs. the “Summer 
Wheeze” snow-removal 
spray in the 1995 animated 
musical. Ah, the globally 
cool "90s, back when it actu- 


G-rated (and—yip- | ally snowed in December. 
pee!—only one hour 
long) awards show. 9-10PM 
Expect appearances Don’t Forget the Lyrics! 
by Simon Cowell, Fox, TV-PG 
Blake Lively, Miley Three decades of Miss 
Cyrus, and, uh, Michael Americas compete. Which 
Phelps’ mom? Who | probably means quite a 
knew crying poolside few people will be forget- 
made you a celebrity? ting the lyrics. 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 14 
. | 8-8:30PM 
| Ruby 
| Style, TV-PG tm 
| Clearly falling for the ol 
“calories are halved in 
another time zone” myth, 
Ruby puts on some pound- 
age over her vacation, 
8-10PM 
Snow 2 Brain Freeze 
Keriny Hoang ABC Family, TV-PG-LV ca 
In this Snow sequel, Torn 
SEASON FINALE | Cavanagh plays a quy who 
8-11PM forgets he’s Santa Claus. 
Survivor: Gabon — Onthe plus side, that's 
CBS fewer trips to the local 
Corinne and Crystal are mall where suburban kids 
too hateful, Sugar's too pee on your costume, 
dim, Matty’s too boring, 
and Bob's too well- 68:15-CONCLUSION 
adjusted to slime his Sunday Night Football: 
way to the top. So that Giants at Cowboys 
leaves Kenny as my NBC 


pick to win tonight. At 
least he won't show up 
to the finale all glam 
and well fed. | imagine 
a pro videogamer's 
diet also consists 

of white rice and the 
occasional turtle. 


Tony Romo is back, which 
means Jessica Simpson is 
back, which means a victory 
for Eli Manning, which 
means a happy husband 
for me, which means | 

am so not cleaning up the 
dinner dishes! 
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O BROTHER, 
WHERE ART 
THOU ?: Snow 
gives Heat the 





| cold shoulder 


8-9PM 

A Miser Brothers Christmas 

ABC Family, TV-G C3 

| basically bullied my way into reviewing this, 
insisting to co-workers that the genius of the 
source material (The Year Without a Santa Claus) 
made it a worthy addition to the magazine. Just 
another example, kids, of how bullying never pays. 
This new spin-off special—featuring dueling 
brothers Heat Miser and Snow Miser—is neither 
hot nor cool. This time around, the temperature- 
obsessed twosome are off to save Santa from the 
evil North Wind, not to mention a really sucky plot 
and musical score. Suffice it to say, they succeed 
on one of three counts. C- —Dalton Ross 


Valiant Valens 





9-10PM’ 
Chicano Rock! The 
Sounds of East 
Los Angeles 


PBS, TV-PG 

Fifty years after Ritchie 
Valens’ death, a 

look at Mexican- 
American rock. 


‘het bel Bt 


9-11PM 

2008 Video Game Awards 
Spike, TVel4-DLV 

Jack Black hosts this annual 
gamers’ awards. Hey,Kenny, 
if you don’t win Survivor, | 
Ibet you could scorehere. | 


7-11PM 
Pinocchio 
ION 





SEASON FINALE 
10-10:30PM 

Californication | 
Showtime, TV-MA tf 

Charlie takes a job at a car 
dealership when he can't 
make it as an agent. 

Luckily for Charlie, slimy 

skills translate well 








9-11PM 

The Most Wonderful 

Time of the Year 

Hallmark, TVPG 
Remember how genius 
Henry Winkler was on 
Arrested Development? 
Good. Now forget he stars 
as Brooke Burns’ uncle 

in this holiday sapfest. 


9-1LIPM 

The Greatest Game 

Ever Played 

ESPN, TV-PG 3 

A doc on 1958's classic 
Colts-Glants NFL 
champlonship, which 
means some lucky boy- 
friend just got out of 
watching a holiday sapfest. 


10-11PM 

G4 Investigates: 

Tech Fight Clubs 

Gd, TV-14 

Kind of like Brad Pitt and 
Ed Norton, but with Silicon 
Valley geeks who use com- 
puter keyboards to beat 
the crap out of each other. 






THE NOSE KNOWS; 
Hoskins questions 


er 


Unlike the sweet scamp in the classic Disney 
‘toon, the marionette in this wearily sprawling 
(four hours? Yikes!) live-action adaptation sports 
a toothy grin and what appears to be a dunce cap, 
and is incessantly annoying. Despite Pinocchio’s 
less-endearing qualities, the teddy-bearish Bob 
Hoskins is heart-tuggingly warm as the wood- 
carving father, Geppetto. Overall, this retelling 
Stays true to the original tale by author Carlo 
Collodi, but unfortunately the balance between 
whimsy and moral lesson tips a tad too far 
toward the serious side, B= —Janner Stransky 
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Finally, 3G for everyone. 


At 3G speed you can get-your email faster. Access rich data applications faster. 
Update your Facebook status. Even access your favorite Web destinations, 
like Google; faster with One Click—all on the affordable Samsung Rant?" 
MieMOLeM ol ilelslem elmclyciaeliicy | 


Only on the Now Network” 


samsung Rant™ 


After $50 mail-in rebate, eligible upgrade 
(or new-line activation) and two-year 
agreement. 3G faster claim based 

on comparison to 2G speeds. 


Colors: [Red [_] Black 


Best cellphone ry 
: : CTIA Fall 2008 by | 
1-800-SPRINT-1_ sprint.com/holiday LAPTOP Magazine 


(euy (RB) RadioShack. 

May require up to a $36 activation fee/line, credit approval and deposit. $200 early termination fee‘line applies. Phone Offer: Offer ends 1/10/09 or while supplies last, $99.99 (two-year price) - $50 mail-in 
rebate = $49.99 (final price), Taxes and service charges excluded, No cash back. Instant savings requires activation at the time of purchase. Mail-in Rebate: Requires purchase by 1/10/09 and activation 
by 1/24/09, Line must be active 30 consecutive days. Allow 10 to 14 weeks for rebate. Upgrade: Existing customers in good standing with service on the same davice for more than 22 consecutive months 
currently activated on a service plan of $34.99 or higher may be eligible. See in-store rebate form or sprint.com/upgrade for details, Other Terms: Coverage not available everywhere. Offers not available 
in all markets/retail locations of for all phones/networks. Pricing, offer terms, fees and features may vary for existing customers not eligible for upgrade. Other restrictions apply. See store or sprint.com for 
details. ©2008 Sprint. Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint. Google is a trademark of Google Inc. Other marks are the property of their respective owners. 
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OH, THE HUMAN-ITY! 


Brandy returns with her | | - \, 
first album in four years | ' | 


RANDY, WHERE 
4 were you a few 
months back? At that 


) time, the Top 40 fans 
| | J among us were so fin- 
| L tl } ished kissing a girl 
| = and were besieged by 
some Pussycat Doll 
atrocity. A frothy confection of pop like this 
one would have been manna. Unfortunately, 
it’s a few months later, and Human will be 
the third holiday buy for mainstream-music 
fans, behind Beyoncé’s and Pink’s superior, 
more original albums. Rightly so, since by 
comparison, Brandy isn’t offering much of 
a rallying cry: “If you like it then you shoulda 
put a ring on it” seriously dusts Brandy's 
“I’m only human—forgive me.” 
Unsurprisingly (if you've read a tabloid 
over the past five years), contrition is Human's | 
major theme. She's sorry. She's learned from 
her mistakes, She’s more mature...except 
where her voice is concerned. The huskiness 
that defined Brandy’s prior work has been 
replaced by wispier and higher tones. 'The 
result is pleasant but far less ambitious than 
her last CD, 2004's Afrodisiac. Longtime 
collaborator Rodney Jerkins has crafted some 
standouts, like “Piano Man” (thankfully not 
a remake), that are hooky enough to combat 
Early-"90s Midtempo R&B Malaise. (Not rec- 
ognized by the American Medical Association, 





Human but it should be.) First single “Right Here 
R&B CEPIC) (Departed)” is fun but has a touch of that 
By Henry Goldblatt condition—or it did before DJs Bobby Blanco 





and Miki Moto recently made a kickin’ disco 

remix of it. Sadly, their version isn’t included 

here. Release that and apology accepted. B 
DOWNLOAD THIS: “The Definition” 


66 Entertainment Weekly 12.12.08 


U NREL E ASED 


== RE CC IN DINGS 


Gott 


1970_- 


Can't decide on holiday gifts for the music fans in your life? A look at some recent multidise collections. 


1. Hank Williams 
Hank Williams: The 
Unreleased Recordings 
COUNTRY (TIME LIFE) 
ie | 
Three discs of songs from — | 
radio performances in 
1951, ‘Unreleased’ shows 
the then 27-year-old 
foing heavy on hymns 
and light on between- 
song banter. [fradio- 
show-plus-religiosity 
conuiies off-putting to | 
you, be advised that 
Williams never sings 
anything here without 
| twanging soulfulness 
and a swinging rhythm 
section. And enjoy 
hardcore classics like 
“Mind Your Own Busi- 
ness,” which he intros 
as “a little masterpiece 
af nonsense.” Nonsense 
itts mot. A= —Ken Tucker 


Photograph by AARON DYER 


1975 


lia 


The Roundup: Boxed Sets 


2. Genesis 
Genesis: 1970-1975 
ROCK (RHINO) 


Much of this set—w hie h 
contains five albums 
with Peter Gabriel, 
rarities, and a DVD 

of assorted material 
including a doc about 
their early years—is “too 
artsy” (to quote Bret 
aston Ellis’ late-period 
Genests fan Patrick 
Bateman). But there are 
many moments af ele- 
gant prog-rock beauty 
as well. Meanwhile, in 
a 2007 video interview 
included here, Phil 
Collins sums up the 
drummer's role ina 
band: “Farts, drinks too 
much, cracks the odd 
joke, and deflates the 
tension.” B —Clark Collis 


‘| 
| 


3. Johnny Cash 
At Folsom Prison 
COUNTRY (COLUMBIA/ 
RBGACY) 


Three years after pro- 
U iding dramatic book- 
ends for ‘Walk the Line,’ 
Cash's 1968 Falsom 
shows get unchained, in 
their entirety. The first 
disc is his unabridged 
morning set; a second 
CD offers a mostly un- 
heard afternoon show, 
where his voice goes 
wildly out of control, as 
if the convicts plied him 
with pills at lunchtime. 
Hearing him sing 
about how he 
bad bitch down,” you 
wonder if any perform- 
erin history knew his 
audience quite so well. 
A —Chris Willman 


“shot that 


} 


4. Cheap Trick 
Budokant!: 80th 
Anniversary Edition 
ROCK REPICEEGACY) 


This album ropelled 
Cheap Trick. : from Big 
in Japan to Ubiquitous 
in the US. three decades 
ago. The Rockford, It, 
quartet may no longer 
v¢ the flavor of the 
moment, but this cele- 
bratory three-dise box 
is a potent reminder of 
why these guys remain 


gods to legions of power- 


pop fans. The real treat 
is a must-see DVD of 
1978 concert footage 


that allows you to savor 


the band’s mix of a 
wonderfilly goofy visu- 
al image, hyperkinetic 
energy, and superb 
tunes. & —Tom Sinclair 


i BUDOKAM!# i 


fe a a tete tate ta ae 





5. Olivier Messiaen 
The Anniversary 
Edition 

CLASSICAL (EMI 
CLASSICS) 


To some, he's the great- 
est religious composer 
since Bach; to others, he's 
a wearisome channeler 
of mystic babble. The 
polarizing Frenchman 
would've turned 100 

in December, and this 
14-dise box commemo- 
rates his career. Wortiry 
performers abound, but 
surprisingly, “Des 
Canyons aux [stotles,” 
Messiaen’s mesmerizing 
account of fis trip to 
Utah, isn't here. Real 


fanatics might want to 


wait for DG's upcoming 
complete 32-disc set. 
B+ —Bryant Manning 
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Our t-shirts make great presents! 










The holidays can be a bit stressful when it comes to 
finding unique and fun gifts for your friends and family. 
This year, give them a t-shirt from 80sTees.com. We have 
many to choose from, including exclusive designs you 
won't find anywhere else. We also feature an assortment 
of collectibles that make great stocking stuffers. Go to 
www.80sTees.com/yuletide and click on the coupon 
graphic to save 20% on your order today! 





| DYoyou as coyutco mice 
check out our 


Stocking Stuffers! 

















Maroon 5 
Call and 
Response: 
The Remir 
Album 


; | MARGON 


POP (A&M/ 
OCTONE) 





How many fans of haréan 5’s5 polished 
funk-pop are also into Deerhoof's 
extraterrestrial indie rock, DJ Premier's 
boom-bap rap, or Tiésto’s monolithic 
Euro-trance, much less all three? The 
L.A. quintet makes it work on this remix 
set, letting those unusual suspects— 
along with hitmakers like Mark Ronson 
and Pharrell Williams—play with their 
master tapes. The resulting hit-to-miss 
ratio is surprisingly high: Few bands 
make music that’s elastic enough to 
be stretched into so many improbable 
shapes without losing any snap. 

B+ —Simon Vozick-Levinson 

~» DOWNLOAD THIS: “Goodnight 
Goodnight” (Deerhoof) 


Pavement 
Brighten the 
Corners: Nicene | 
Creedence 
Edition 

ROCK (MATADOR) 





| 
Fans sof the'90s =" 
preeminent lo-fi-literati rockers tend 
to divide themselves like different 
gangs from The Warriors—some are | 
fiercely loyal to the clean accessibility 
of 1994's Crooked Rain, Crooked Rain, 
others to 95's more jammy, obtuse 
Wowee Zowee. But '97's “main- 
stream”-friendly Brighten, now 
reissued with 32 extra tracks, is a | 
trove of effortless pleasures, from the 
pogo-party frolic “Stereo” to the 
rickety, fuzzed-up gem “Date w/ Ikea.” 
Many of the unreleased, B-side, and 
cover tracks here are less immediate, 
but no less joyful for the Pavement 
completist. AA —Leah Greenblatt 
~ DOWNLOAD THIS: “Harness 
Your Hopes” 










Common 
Universal 
Mind Control 
HIP-HOP (G.0.0.D/ | 
GEFFEN) 


On Common’s 
eighth effort, | 2 
the Chicago rapper rhymes and 
sings—mostly about sexual and lyrical 
i: 






prowess—over marching-band stomps 
provided by the Neptunes. Though 
known for his keen insight and smart 
wordplay, here Common seems to have 
traded his wit for dull and unimagina- 
tive narratives, and the 39-minute 
album has too much filler and only a 
few head-nodding jams (like the 
swaying “Make My Day,” featuring 
Cee-Lo's gut-grunting vocals). Control 
seems to move Common backward 
instead of forward, which for a lyricist 
of his caliber is truly disappointing. 

C —Josette Compton 

~» DOWNLOAD THIS: “Make My Day” 


Avant 

Avant 

R&B (CAPITOL) 
“I'm gonna need | 
your undivided 
attention,” 
Avant informs 
his lady in “When It Hurts,” the lead 
single from the singer's fifth studio 
album. That's every bit as true of this 
R&B crooner’s music as it is of his 
romancing: Avant is packed full of 
Sturdy, no-frills soul tunes that at 

first seem to be background-ready— 
until you start to listen close and hear 
the way his singing complicates club- 
dude machismo with sensitive-quy 
melancholy. “Break Ya Back” definitely 
overdoes it with the bedroom bravado 
(“When we get up in the sack/I'm 
gonna break your back/In a good 
way’). But mostly Avant proves that 
it's possible to be both a lover and 

a fighter. B —Mikael Wood 

~ DOWNLOAD THIS: “French Pedicure” 





| 












The Chart 


Kanye West 


He sold 450K copies 

of his stylistic i 
curveball—enough 

to fend off this 

week's competition, 














but a shadow i 
of his previous ; 
album's crushing 
957K debut. 









THE TOP 20 Last 






GUNS N’ ROSES 
Chinese Democracy, Black Frog/Geffen 
Just 261K Best Buy shoppers picked 
up Axl] Rose's much-hyped retail 
exclusive. At least he beat The 
Spaghetti Incident?, the all-covers 
GN’R set that bowed with 190K in 1993. 


BEYONCE 










THE KILLERS Day & Age, Island 
The Vegas showmen had tosettlefor | 
a merely okay 195K in today’s chilly 

sales climate, despite the cross-format 
success of their single “Human.” 













| VARIOUS ARTISTS 
_ Twilight soundtrack, Chop Shop/Atiantic 







BARRY MANILOW 
Greatest Songs of the Eighties, J 


COLDPLAY Prospekt’s March, Capitol 
Though this EP contains only six 
brand-new songs (plus a couple of 
remixes), 77K Coldplay fans were 
devoted enough to pick it up. 










T.l. Paper Trail, Grand Hustle/Atlantic 






: FAITH HILL Joy to the World, Warmer Bros. 





| ENYA And Winter Came, Reprise ga 3 


DAVID ARCHULETA David Archuleta, 19/Jive Bucs : 


PINK Funhouse, LaFace/Jive 19 5 


© 2008 VNU Business Media, Inc, Sieten Soure!Scarc Leved with permision 
From: Giilboard Cec, 13, 20 
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oliday Gift Books 
For All Budgets 


So you're broke. Don’t worry, so are we. That's why we've made sure there are plenty of 
recession-friendly books on this list of the holiday best. We've arranged the presents by price, 
guaranteeing that whether you're a penny-pincher, a Main Streeter, or a lucky 
beneficiary of that $700 billion bailout, you'll find something for everyone. —KATE WARD 











S$ Penny-Pincher (up to $25) 
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SS Main Streeter (up to $55) 


SSS Bailout Billionaire (over $55) 


Photographs by DAVIES + STARR 








FOR FOODIES 





Field Guide to 
‘cookies Cookies 

Anita Chu $15.95 

| Suddenly crav- 
Ing A Todonesian pineapple 
or Chinese almond cook- 
ies? Or perhaps some 
date pinwheels? No prob- 
lem. You or your family 
members can whip out 
this jam-packed guide for 
all cookie emergencies. 
Even better, it’s small 
enough to fit comfortably 
in your pocket. $ 


The Complete 
Robuchon Joé| 
Robuchon $35 
Pot-au-feu, 
sole meuniére, sardine 
escabéche, The dishes 
might sound forbiddingly 
complex, but celebrated 
French chef Robuchon 
proves high-class cuisine 
can be easy with this 
detailed, instructive cook- 
book, which features 
more than 800 recipes. $S 


| The Big Fat 

| Duck Cookbook 
Heston 
Blumenthal $250 
It's doubtti ul that anyone 
would have the budget and 
talent necessary to cook 
most of the recipes—such 
as Jelly of Oyster and 
Passion Fruit with 
Lavender—in this cook- 
book from the famed 
restaurant, but the book’s 
sections about Fat Duck 
restaurateur Heston 
Blumenthal's life and the 
science behind his dishes 
are accessible, and fasci- 
nating, for all readers. $$$ 





The New York 
&. Times: The 
Complete Front | 
FORJOEKS Pages,1851-2008 | 
| The Hacky Sack 
: Handbook $80 The New York Times 
Jacqueline Sach manages to fit all the news that's 
» $14.95 fit to print in this one book (and three accompanying 





Those nostalgic for the 
90s will appreciate this 
guide to the ultimate 
slacker’s sport, complete 
with tips, tricks, and 

a complimentary 

Hacky Sack. Munchies 
not included. $ 


Sports Illustrated 
Athlete Walter 
looss $34.95 

“T still had hair,” 
Michael Jordan writes 

in the book's introduction 
of his first meeting | 
with looss. That’s an 
indication of how long | 
the sports photographer 








FOR NERDS 





has been snapping Star Wars 
awe-inspiring pies (over Fandex Christopher 
AQ years). See his most Cerasi $12.95 
famous work—“The This puide 


to all things Star Wars is 
a must-have for the 
newbie, or for the iiber- 
fan looking to add 

to his collectibles. Take 
one look at the fun, 
interactive index—packed 
with mythology and 
character breakdowns 
—and buy it, you will. $ 


Catch,” starring 49er 
Dwight Clark—and 
some unpublished pics in 
this winning, and 
surprisingly cheap, 
photo book. $$ 


Guts and 
«ga | Glory: The 
Golden Age of 


American Football, 








1958-1978 Neil Leifer $500 ; The Art of the 
Glory, an opulent ode to | Video Game 
the gridiron pastime, Josh Jenisch 


$40 ) Jenisch’s book dis- 
sects some of the most 
impressive and strikingly 
realistic images from leg- 
endary videogames (e.¢., 
Lara Croft: Tomb Raider). 
The author argues that 
these images should be 
considered art (allowing 


boasts the best—and 
most famous—football 
pictures from legendary 
sports photographer 
Neil Leifer. Though 

the price tag may seem 
stiff, the book’s still 
cheaper than most Super 
Bowl tickets. SSS 





DVD-ROMs): Every single one of the 54,267 

front pages printed since the newspaper's founding 
in 1851 is included. The hefty book, which breaks 
out the main events of each decade with simple 
Summaries, is peppered with lively essays by 
longtime NYT writers—Gina Kolata on biomedical 
breakthroughs; Helene Cooper on the fall of 
colonialism; Frank Rich on the age of television. 
The DVDs are easy to use, but some of the 

pages reprinted in the book contain text so small, 
you'll definitely need a magnifying glass. $$$ 


scolded children 
everywhere to explain 

the educational benefits 

of playing endless 

hours of Halo). $$ | 


FOR LITERATI 
A.A. Milne $19.99 
The deluxe full- 


a 
Vice! ¥ ka 
ae color illustrated 


Now We Are Six 








edition of Milne’s 1927 
children’s book—featuring 
Winnie-the-Pooh—is sim- 

ply as sweet as honey. $ 


Canterbury 

Tales Geoffrey 

Chaucer $36 

| Chaucer's raun- 
he r ae l4th-century 
tales about pilgrims, 
courtly love, and treach- 
ery—collected in Burton 

| Raffel’s beautiful 
unabridged translation— 
continue to thrill after 
700 years. $$ 
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Dickens 
Charles Dickens $195 
This six-volume set 
spotlights some of 
the author's greatest 
works: Bleak House, the 
Christmas Book series, 
David Copperfield, Great 
| Expectations/Hard 
| Times, Nicholas Nickleby, 
and Oliver Twist. And | 


Nonesuch 


viewsBooks _— 


named for the popular 
website—boasts a bevy of 
clever neologisms, like 
algoreaphobia (“an irratio- 
nal fear of the former 
presidential candidate”) 
and beervana (“a blissful 
state of oblivion brought 
on through copious 
consumption of malted 
hops”). And the book 


This illustrated book— 


the books—modeled 
after 1937’s Nonesuch 
Dickens collection—don't 
look too shabby 

on shelves either. $$$ 


might just help curb 

tripidation, a state of 

dread that your vacation 
is coming to an end. $ 


| 


Eats Shoots & 
Leaves: Illustrated 
Edition Lynne 
Truss $25 

Know what the first edition 
of Truss’ grammar guide 
was missing? More pic- 
tures of pandas! This new 
illustrated version, which 
Brave New Words boasts cartoons trom The 
Jim Banister and New Yorker's Pat Byrnes, 
Robert Hanson $15 | rights that wrong. $$ 





FOR TRIVIA 
HOUNDS 


Addictionary: | 








Oxford Atlas 


NVR | Of the World 


“Ort Editors at Oxford 
Weinee University Press 
RS . i CALETA REPRISED 
ie $80 Think maps are boring? 
| = _ You'll think again after leafing 





through this dazzling, oversize 

atlas, which uses the very 
latest in cartography to present the cities and 
countries of the world in stunning detail. A satellite 
shot of Iceland in winter depicts a frozen white 
wasteland; one of Cairo clearly shows the 
encroaching desert sands. Supplemented with all 
kinds of fascinating statistics—a list of all 
cities with more than 750,000 inhabitants; 

the biggest rivers and lakes on each continent; 
the rainfall and temperature averages for 
more than 79 cities—the Oxford Atlas guarantees 
endless hours of contented browsing. $$$ 


72. Entertainment Weekly 12.12.08 








@ 


FOR ARTISTS | 


£ The Art Doodle 
* Book Lesley 
f ‘O'Mara $12.95 

®» °* Drawing enthu- 
siasts can use pieces of 
famous paintings by such 
artists as Monet and 
Matisse to build their own 
masterpieces. How can you 
not love a drawing book 
that allows children—and 
adults—to create their 








own artwork, even if 
their Degas-inspired 
doodle ends up reading 
“Mrs. Joe Jonas”? $ 


' A Year in Art 
$29.95 

Never got 
around to taking that art 
class? Get your daily 
dose of the masters 


= 


inspired 365-page book, 
which offers a classic 
reproduction per day 
from the likes of Picasso, 
Botticelli, and others. $$ 


| with this calendar- 





a * " The Circus: 
) %. 1870-1950 Noel 
HAM Daniel $200 


7 This over-the- 
big-top coffee-table book 
features nearly 900 pieces | 
of spectacular artwork of 
all things circus, inelud- 

ing photographs from | 
Stanley Kubrick and | 
posters by the Strobridge 
lithographers. Bring 

this along to your holiday 
gathering, and your 

entire family will jump 
through hoops and do 
backflips just to get 

their hands on it. $$$ 





cece, TheHedgehog’s 
3 Dilemma Hugh 
Warwick $24.99 
vee In Warwick’s | 
charming memoir, the 
environmental writer 
recounts his experiences 
tracking hedgehogs, and 
explains how an animal 
once associated with 
vermin became such a 
beloved creature. Hmm, | 
we'd bet Sonic had | 
something to do with it. $ 


CG 


FOR NATURE 
NUTS 


Orchidelirium 
Harold 

Feinstein $50 
Orchid lovers 
will worship this lavish 
photo book, a garden 
unto itself brimming with 
images so vivid and rich 
they give Georgia 
O’Keeffe's paintings a run 

for their money. $$ 


All the 
"World's Birds 
msi 

om. Georges-Louis 

© LeClere $350 
Combining 36 Enlight- 
enment-era volumes 
by famed naturalist 
LeClere into one text, | 
All the World's Birds 
boasts plenty of 
ornithological facts, as 
well as brilliant, 
detailed reproductions of 
engravings by artist 
Francois-Nicolas Marti- 
net. Or, if birds aren't 
your thing, consider that 
this giant, 670-page book 
makes for one great, | 
if pricey, doorstop. $$$ | 


= 


PHOTO BOOK 
The Horror! The Ho-ho-horror! 


Not every child is jolly when St. Nick comes to town. In Scared of Santa 
(Harper, $9.95), the Chicago Tribune's Denise Joyce and Nancy Watkins 
pay tribute to the time-honored tradition of department-store 

Santas by compiling more than 250 captioned photos of traumatized 
children sitting on the big guy’s lap (Some photos date back as far 

as 60 years), Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good fright! —Kw 








The Paper Bag 
Christmas 
Kevin Alan Milne 
FICTION 


Subtle this Hook is not, 
It's the story of two kids 
whose parents sign them up to volun- 
teer as Santa’s elves at the local chil- 
dren's cancer ward, where they meet a 
parade of caricatures: a tough-tawkin’ 
janitor from “da Bronx,” an excessively 
polite young Indian patient, and a jolly 
doctor named (say it fast) Christoffer 
K. Ringle, who might be the real 

St. Nick. Still, if you can get past the 
ham-fisted schmaltziness of it all, 
there is a sweet, if not exactly innova- 
tive, tale here about the true spirit 

of Christmas. B= —Missy Schwartz 
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| A Dog Named 

_ Christmas 
Greq Kincaid 
FICTION 





Consider the title fal 
warning: This is one of 
those fluffy yuletide diversions aimed 
squarely at folks who think /t's a 
Wonderful Life is a little too edgy for 
the holidays. (And yes, that is the 
dog's actual name.) Decked out in 
canned folksiness by first-time author 
Kincaid, the warm-and-snuggly story 
of a Kansas farmer who decides to let 
his developmentally disabled young 
son adopt a pooch for Christmas 

| hasall the heart-tugging warmth ofa 
puppy chow ad—and only slightly less 
depth, D+ —Adam Markovitz 
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The Chart 


| HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


Peter Pan 


Robert Sabuda’s pop-up 
version of the classic story 
tops the chart at Books 

of Wonder, a children's 
bookstore in Manhattan. 















BOOKS OF WONDER TOP 20 


‘) PETER PAN Robert Sabuda 


<= = 


BARACK OBAMA: SON OF PROMISE, CHILD OF HOPE 


| Z 
Niki Grimes, Illustrated by Bryan Collier 
3 OLD BEAR Kevin Henkes 


ha ARE you READY TO PLAY OUTSIDE? Mo Willems 


Ee) ©THE WILLOUGHBYS Lois Lowry 
The Newbery award-winning author took 
another look at the books of her childhood 
when seeking inspiration for Willoughbys, 
which now has 100,000 copies in print. 


6 THIS | 1S NEW YORK Miroslav Sasek 





7 WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE Maurice Sendak 





THE SISTERS GRIMM #6—TALES FROM THE HOOD 
Michael Buckley, llustrated by Peter Ferguson 


I) 6THE WONDERFUL WIZARD OF OZ 
L Frank Baum, Wlustrated by WW, Densiow | 


PRISCILLA AND THE GREAT SANTA SEARCH 
Nathaniel Hobbie, Illustrated by Jocelyn Hobbie 


SMITTEN David Gordon 













BAD KITTY GETS A BATH Nick Bruel 


BIG PLANS Bob Shea and Lane Smith 





| NICHOLAS René Goscinny, IIlustrated by Jean-Jacques Sempé | 





IF YOU GIVE A CAT A CUPCAKE 
Laura Numeroff, Illustrated by Felicia Bond 


THE RETIRED KID Jon Agee 





A GREAT AND TERRIBLE BEAUTY Libba Bray 
Bray anid she had to reflect on her own adoles- 
cence while writing Beauty, the first book in a 
trilogy about a clairvoyant Victorian-era gird 
“That's what makes [writing] so painful,” Bray 
told EW. “Eventually at some point you're cor- 
nered and you have to deal with all of those 
monsters you awakened. So | always feel like 
with every book, I come out different on the 
other side, Of course, that's also how you make 
suSAge, So you can draw your own conclusions” 


Eee — 


1:3) 6BARK GEORGE Jules Feiffer 





i) ~=WHEN DINOSAURS CAME WITH EVERYTHING 
Elise Broach, Mustrated by David Small 





im 20 


FRANKENSTEIN TAKES THE CAKE Adam Rex 
2008 





SOURCE: fonirs of Wonder, November 
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‘STAR WARS’ 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Even a non-geek can 
see the appeal of this 
new three-volume set 
on George Lucas’ opus, 
bursting with insidery 
info and Sith secrets. 
Did we mention the 





2,.MURMUR:DELUXE  4,TOPCHEFonBravo  6.AMERICAN LION, 5. BOTTLE ROCKET i READER'S | 
EDITION, R.E.M. New York is fab, by Jon Meacham Criterion DVD | | neato etkirs 
Their debut LP turned but it hardly matters Presidents don't come It's not just nostalgia. 4, *_| and Sprint subscribers 

25 this year, so celebrate | where Tom, Gail, grittier than Jackson, Wes Andersons 1996 = | veeseeeeeeeeeeenees teeters 
with this two-disc set, and Padma park their or more vividly chroni- film about bungling 10. 8085 & 

which includes footage | palates—Chefis cled than in Meacham’s | burglars (then-newbies HEARTBREAK 

from a 1983 concert. always a tasty dish. lively account. Luke and Owen —_~ 

Now we're just waiting Wilson) really is as | petite ves 

a for the cheftestants |< inventive and offbeat er a roug 

3. SEAN PENN “i 7. THE ESSENTIAL | : 

in ‘Milk’ to spice things up. Pee TO | as you remember, year, the rapper 

Penn slips into Harvey | WATCH OUT FOR, pours his sorrows 
Milk’s three-piece 5. JOHNOLIVERon —_siby Allison Bechdel 9,MATTHEW SETTLE | into his latest 

suits and man-of- ‘The Daily Show’ The Fun Home graphic | on'‘Gossip Girl’ album...and were | 
the-people style True perspective needs novelist’s dishy/deep As hipster dad Rufus, glad he lets | 
to demonstrate just distance—like from soap-comic about a Settle took a kid-in- us share in the 

how relatable the across the pond. No one group of (mostly) lesbi- | crisis plot and gave 7 | 
rabble-rousing politician | tweaks (oraets)Amer- | ansgetsupdatedwith | aperformance worthy | Heartbreak. 
was—and still is. icans like this Brit wit. 69 additional strips. of a true grown-up. Submitted by Josh 


* Post your picks at EWeom/mustlist or text MUST to 467-167 exclusively from the Sprint network 
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The best music games, including Rock 
Band 2° are here. Get your Xbox 360° 
for $199: Find out more at XBOX.com 






XBOX Clo}6) 


Jump in. 
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a DSC-W170 Super SteadyShot 
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It knows when you're smiling. 
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High Definition. I's in our DNA. 
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